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In a discussion upon “The Antiseptic Method in Surgery,” ata 
meeting of the Atlanta Society of Medicine on Tuesday evening, 
December 7th, Dr. J. McF. Gaston took a position of independ- 
ent conservatism in opposing the reckless employment of that 
class of germicides that are caleulated to do injury to the patient 
by their absorption. 

He stated that all parties were agreed upon the fundamental 
principle of the so-called antiseptic method in excluding, as far as 
practicable, the entrance of air into wounds, but that it was not 
desirable under all circumstances to close up a wound, and it was 
very necessary to have drainage from such as were threatened 
with d'sintegrating processes, so that the open treatment of some 
wounds fulfilled bést the antiseptic indications. 

Those who followed most rigidly the precepts of Lister, or 
adopted the more recent advances in aseptic precautions, cannot 
always secure the deep-seated structures against changes that re- 
sult in disorganization; the cutaneous covering may unite by ad- 
hesive inflammation, and shut up the disorder within, until sup- 
puration is developed, and demands an outlet by reopening the 
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line of union in the skin. That the injurious contact of the atmos- 
phere depended upon the presence of morbific germs was alleged 
by those who considered that all the ills that flesh is heir to were 
due to bacteria, micrococci, spirilia and bacilli, with their out- 
growth of spores, etc. But it was by no means a proof of the cau- 
sative operation of microbes that they were discovered by the mic- 
roscopist in the progress of different diseases; and while the 
contagious disorders were traceable to distinct organisms, and 
their origin in like manner, as scabies to the animalcula producing 
it, there is not sufficient evidence of thier relation as concomitants 
of other diseases to exclude them from the category of effects or 
consequences of the abnormal condition. As the larve deposited 
by the fly upon a sore, and developed subsequently in the form of 
maggots, are simply an accident attending its existence, and not 
in any way concerned in its production, so in like manner the 
presence of the various micro-organisms which are discovered by 
the microscopist may not originate the different diseases with 
which they are associated. The special manifestations of micro- 
bial development corresponding to distinct forms of disease, such 
as the comma bacillus in cholera, the tubercle bacillus, and even 
the recently verified microbe of malaria, which has been described 
by Dr. William Osler in common with others, only indicates that 
each has its form corresponding to its habitat, and leads to no defi- 
nite conclusion in regard to its causative influence. The germi- 
cides may hence be adapted to eradicate the microbes, and yet not 
tend to cure the disease associated with it. 

In case there is present any degeneration of the structures call- 
ing for curatives, there can be no doubt as to the application of 
such remedies as are likely to oust the septic influence, and he was 
disposed to adopt the most vigorous aseptic means as corrective 
of the disorder. 

Pyzmia and septicemia may doubtless be arrested by the 
timely use of antiseptic washes, or other local applications to the 
surface involved. The former, resulting from the absorption of pus 
into the circulation, and latter associated with a vital degeneration 
of parts independent of suppuration, may ensue from circum- 
scribed modifications in the tissues that very frequently demand 
measures of this class to be applied vigorously and promptly for 
their correction. In this view of antiseptic treatment, it was cer- 
tainly good surgery to adopt the most energetic means at our com- 
mand. But the prime consideration of the surgeon is to make sure 
of doing no harm to his patient, and the use of carbolic acid and 
bi-chloride of mercury as prophylactics is attended with such risk 
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vf injurious effects upon the general organization as to induce cau- 
tion in their promiscuous application. The cases of renal trouble 
from the former, and of intestinal disorder from the latter, termi- 
nating. fatally in some instances, are well calculated to deter the 
circumspect operator from applying these potent agents to freshly 
cut surfaces in connection with extensive operations. 

Be sure you do no harm should ring in the ears of the surgeon 
at every step of an important operation upon vital structures, and 
the desire to kill germs can never afford an excuse for jeopardiz- 
ing the safety of his patient by the absorption of poisonous sub- 
stances which may be classified as antiseptics. We know to a 
certainty that serious consequences have followed the application 
of bi-chloride of mercury, and the injury resulting from its use in 
numerous instances cannot be compensated by any supposed 
virtues it may possess as a germicide; and it should be excluded 
entirely from the antiseptic method on account of its recognized 
septic and even deadly influence upon the tissues of ¢he body. 

It is not a question of indifference as to the effect of sucha 
poison upon the organization, but a positive evil influence is so 
likely to result that no prudent surgeon can be justified in expos- 
ing his patient to such imminent danger, when there is no com- 
mensurate advantage from this risk of an unnecessary treatment. 

That this so-called antiseptic method is not requisite for the suc- 
cessful management of surgical cases is abundantly shown by the 
superior results attained by surgeons who have ignored the theory 
and disregarded the practice in their operations, after having pre- 
viously tested and abandoned the antiseptic proceeding. 

Lawson Tait, Thomas Keith and George Granville Biiniochs, 
have operated of late without observing antiseptic methods, or using 
antiseptics of any kind in their dressings, with better results in 
abdominal surgery, than has accompanied the operations of any 
other surgeons throughout the world who have adhered to all the 
details of antiseptics. If suceess, as claimed in these instances, 
has been secured without using the antiseptic method at all, it is 
fair to infer that the benefits alleged to flow from its adoption by 
others may be attributed to other agencies, and doubtless the ele- 
ment of most efficacy apart from the skill of the operator is great 
attention to cleanliness. 

While the hypothesis upon which Sir Joseph Lister proceeded 
may have led to an erroneous theory of diseases, the great prac- 
tical outgrowth of his views in gettiug rid of filth in every shape 
and form, as a preliminary measure of surgical treatment, has 
redounded to the success of operations in every department of 
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surgery throughout the civilized world, and we all owe him a great 
debt of gratitude. 

But there were hurtful features connected with the original em- a 
ployment of carbolic acid spray, which proved injurious to patient : 
and operator with all the attendants; and Keith boldly raised his 
voice against it in the meeting of the International Congress of 
1881, in London, so that now it is seldom used anywhere. 

If all the good features of Listerism were adopted and the bad 
elements completely eliminated, while cleanliness is carried out 
absolutely, we ought to attain the most satisfactory results. But 
in the view of many advocates of the antiseptic method in sur- 
gery, germicides have been held to be of paramount importance 
in the prophylactic appliances; and it is evident that the normal 
state of the tissues presented in most operations, does not call for the 
application of this class of agents, but on the contrary must be- 
unfavorably affected by being brought in contact with even very | 
weak solutions of corrosive sublimate. 

It is therefore held and insisted on that a resort to such poison- 
ous substances as germicides, while effectual in destroying micro- 
bial developments, are prejudicial in many instances to the integ- 
rity of the vital structures to which they are applied, and by their 
absorption prove destructive to the life of the patient. That they 
are unneccessary is clear from the best results being secured with- 
out their use, and the liability to injurious effects is so well estab- 
lished in the reports of serious results, that it is incumbent upon 
every surgeon to weigh in the scale of reason and experience the 
advantages and the disadvantages of the antiseptic method in 
surgery, as practiced at present. 





HOW TO AVOID THE TASTE OF MEDICINE. 





By A. F. Duruam, M. D., or Grorcia. ci 





Editor of Record: ‘ 
Dear Sir:—While sitting here ruminating over things generally,. 

an article or two that appeared in your journal sometime back on 

“ How to Take Medicine Without Tasting It,” occurred to me, and 

to pass away a few leisure moments pleasantly J thought I would 

write a discovery of mine on the same. It is my discovery so far 

as I know, never having seen or read of the plan. The idea first 

occurred to me after reading the articles above referred to, while- \ 

studying the mixed functions of smell and taste, that is, their rela-- T 
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‘tion to each other. When a person has a very bad cold he can’t 
“taste well, and on tasting any substance, after touching it to the 
tip of the tongue, the lips are always brought together, that is, the 
taster always “smacks” his lips. Well, that reflection led me to 
make the following very simple experiment, and I must say I was 
not much disappointed in finding it almost, if not entirely, a per- 
fect success. It is simply to double the tongue up like a water. 
lapping animal, and while the tongue is troughed, or partially 
folded back on itself, drop whatever substance you experiment 
‘with on the middle of the tongue— quinine or morphia, for in- 
stance — and without letting the tongue move or coming in con- 
tact with the teeth, lips or gums, wash it down with a little water, 
and if you have never tried it, you will be perfectly astonished 
how little taste will be perceived. You may drop anything on the 
tongue dry, and allow it to remain almost any length of time, with- 
out detecting the slightest taste. 

You will find that it requires a good deal of care at first to make 
the experiment, as there is at first some difficulty in swallowing 
without moving the tongue, but you will soon catch the art. Try 
it, and if you find the above to be true, you can publish it if you 
think it worthy. This plan can not be applied to large doses of 
liquids, as oil, etc. 


‘OBSERVATIONS AT THE BEDSIDE IN A NUMBER 
OF CASES AND DISEASES. 


By S. B. BoucHE.tz, M. D., or THOMASVILLE, Ga. 





Obstetrics — In 1876 I was called to Mrs. R., who had been suf- 
‘fering for seven hours with intermittent pains in the head. No 
pain in any other region. It was about time for delivery accord- 
img to her count, hence it was deemed best to ascertain the condi- 
tion of the os uteri. It was found dilated, and dilating, as these 
periodic pains recurred in the head. Here was an anomaly ; no 
pain in the back and none in the region of the uterus, but excru- 
-ciating pains in the head, and the uterus responding. What was 
to be done? With no history of such a case in the books or 
journals my perplexity can well be imagined. After a few mo- 
ments of confused deliberation, grs. 25 of chloral were adminis- 
tered, and in twenty minutes all pains in the head ceased, and then 
they were in back and uterus, and so continued till delivery was 
<effected. Why was it thus? 
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Case 2.— In 1884 was called to Mrs. M., also enciente ; found 
her suffering with periodic pains in the right side of head and 
face simulating neuralgia. She had contracted a cold and had bad 
teeth on that side, so neuralgia was diagnosed. A full dose of 
morphia was administered after examining the os uteri and find- 
ing it firmly closed, It was nearing her time for confinement. 
Left her at 8 o’clock a. m. entirely relieved of all pain. At 11 
o’clock I was sent for, and being absent, my friend Dr. B. was 
called in, and found her breathing heavily after a convulsion. He 
examined the os and found it still closed. What I had done was. 
reported to him, and he diagnosed morphine poison, and admin- 
istered quinine and coffee and sent for another friend, Dr. T. By 
this time another convulsion came on. Dr.T.examined and found 
the mouth of the womb rapidly yielding, and entered a counter 
diagnosis of puerperal convulsions. They together did all they 
could to expedite labor, and in four hours delivered her of a fine: 
boy. But the convulsions still came. Morphine and chloral was 
administered freely and repeatedly till about 6 o’clock p.m. Dr. 
B. called on me as soon as I returned, and reported the details as. 
above given, and a messenger came for me to see her again. I 
found her in a semi-comatose condition, and breathing heavily, and 
considerable jactitation. I repeated chloral by enema with unsat- 
isfactory results. Then chloroform was given freely, with evanes- 
cent effects. At 1 o’clock convulsions supervened very violently. 
Then three drops of croton oil were administered, which operated 
in twerty minutes. Then there was a cessation of every outward 
symptom. There was no more tossing, and convulsions returned 
no more. Would the croton oil have had this effect if it had been 
administered prior to all other remedies ? Let it be remarked that 
there was no blood letting in this case, and, further, that croton oil 
has had the same gratifying result in two or three other cases 
where everything else failed, even bleeding. 

Quinine in Enciente Patients—TI have, in at least a score of 
cases, in that many years, administered quinine in all stages of 
utero-gestation with not a single untoward result. How do you 
manage at the culminating point of delivery? Support the per- 
zneum with the right hand, till the head is born, then with both: 
hands take hold of the head and make gentle traction, and in two 
seconds the body is delivered. After attention to the cord —see- 
that is not about the child’s neck —then immerse the left hand 
freely in cold water and apply over the region of the womb, and 
repeat till I can feel contraction in response, I then tie the cord 
twice, cut it between the ligatures, deliver the little squealer to = 
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competent nurse, with directions to grease it all over well with 
lard and wash well with mild soap. Then I apply the left hand 
over the womb externally, and introduce the right hand and de- 
liver the’placenta. Again, I immerse the left hand in cold water 
and apply and manipulate till I feel the womb well knotted up in 
the illiac fossa. Ad/ this is done in less than ten minutes. I never 
let a nurse attend to the umbilical cord, but have a soft cloth — 
can’t always get linen — fold once, cut a hole, saturate it well with 
lard, pass the cord end through hole, wrap and fold it in the cloth, 
turn to the right across the abdomen and apply the bandage, and 
see it pinned well and tight. Then I am done with the child. 
What more for the mother? See all soiled garments and bed 
clothes removed, apply a bandage and give some nutrient drink, 
and bid her rest as quietly as she can till the following morning.. 
Then I invariably administer a full dose of oil and turpentine. I 
call two tablespoonfuls of oil and one of turpentine a full dose. 
After this operates, I dismiss the case. In an active practice of 
nearly thirty years I have pursued this regime, and never lost but 
one case of a lying-in woman, and she had taken a big dose of 
salts before she sent for me. Shehad a safe delivery, but diarrhcea 
set in and nothing we could do had any effect. She had had no 
trouble in that direction before the salts were taken. How much 
did the salts have to do with this result ? 


What About Forceps? —I think well of them, if left out of the 
reach of the accoucheur, in about four hundred and ninety-nine 
cases out of every five hundred. I have had a great variety of 
obliquities in presentation, but never have resorted to them. I 
name these cases—the long diameter of the head to the short 
diameter of the pelvis — several times, relieved them by manual 
manipulation. Abdomen, back, side and shoulder; also arm and 
one foot, the other lodged above the symphysis pubic. Relieved 
by manipulating and turning. 


What About Chloroform? —I never give it. What do you do 
in cases of inertia uteri? Very seldom give ergot; often give 
chloral. Does it superinduce uterine contraction? Yes. What 
is the rationale? I don’t know. What preparation of ergot do 
you use? I prefer the wine to any of the preparations. Why? 
Because it doese not deteriorate by keeping, and does not offend 
the stomach of the sufferer. If you do not give it to invite uterine 
contractions often, when do you give it? Invariably just after the 
delivery of the placenta. Why? To guard against post partum 
hemorrhage. Are your patients ever troubled with this complica- 
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tion? No, if I leave no part of the placenta or membranes, and 
this, of late years, I never do. .When in the crysalis stage of an 
accoucheur, this sometimes occurred because of timidity. Swaviter 
in modo, et fortiter in re,is here more needed than almost any- 
where in a physician’s life. Does the placenta ever cohere unnat- 
urally to the walls of the uterus? Yes, often. Do you wait for 
spontaneous separation? No; but introduce the hand into the 
uterus, the left hand applied over the outer wall, and, with the 
fingers, gently but persistenly pry it loose, and then bring it away 
as the hand is withdrawn. Let it be noted that immediate deliv- 
ery of the placenta and decidua removes all danger of hour-glass 
contractions, and also post partum hemorrhage. When may we 
expect puerperal fevers? Only when the subject has been suffer- 
ing With intermittent or remittent fever, anterior to accouchment. 
What do you do for puerperal fever? Poultice freely; give opium, 
blue mass, and apply spirits of turpentine freely to back and 
bowels, and give 10 to 20 drops three times a day in a little water 
or sweet milk. 


RARE EFFECTS OF QUININE ON THE SKIN. 





By C. H. Wirxinson, M. D., 


Surgeon in charge of St. Mary’s Hospital, Galveston, Texas. Reported to the Galves- 
ton Medical Club at its meeting August 9, 1886. 





Gentlemen:— On May 17, 1886, I was called in to see Mrs. C., 
a young married woman, who had just passed a large clot from 
the uterus, which upon examination proved to be a product of 
conception of two months standing. As there was then free hem- 
orrhage, and the os was patulous, in order to free the womb of its 
debris I ordered the following : 


R.. Perr. and quinine Citrate... ....cci0cess ccces gr. XXX, 
cd cui Fae kab Garenes Aelia scene es cobiea® gr. iii. 
ig aw iota ae Ke neX a he gr. v. 


Mx. and ft. caps. xii. 
Sig.— One to be taken at 8, 12, 4, 8, daily, as needed. 


Three of these capsules had been taken when I was called in 
again to see the’case. On entering the sick room my patient ex- 
claimed: “ Doctor, did you not give me quinine in those capsules?” 
To which | replied, “I did.” She then explained to me that 
quinine was a drug which invariably threw her into a fever, and 
covered her from head to feet with a brilliant, reddish eruption. 
Indeed, she demonstrated the fact in her scarlet appearance, bril- 
liant eye, rapid pulse (115), and exalted temperature (101 deg.). 

She was literally covered with an eruption on the skin of an 
erythematous variety, which was attended with a most intense 
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atehing, and which had broken out upon her after taking the sec- 
ond capsule. No uterine pains had been excited by the remedy, 
but her flow had almost ceased. There was no evidence of any 
inflammation of the womb, and I was forced to attribute all her 
objective symptoms to the quinine. She added that several years 
ago a then prominent physician of this city had given her a small 
‘dose of quinine, and the same’ phenomena had followed, much to 
his and her surprise. 

She asked me would I give her an iron tonic to build up her 
strength, and, to my suggesting “ Brown’s Iron Bitters” to her, 
she replied promptly that the medicine contained quinine and 
served her in this very way on a former occasion. “I cannot even 
take Peruvian bark,” she added, “it also brings out the eruption.” 

In this instance the skin was covered with a roseolar discolora- 
tion, the eruption being scarlatiniform upon the body, and morbil- 
liform upon the hands and face. A most intolerable itching of 
the scalp and corporal surfaces kept the patient busy all the time 
with her finger nails, and reminded one very forcibly of one of the 
‘most prominent subjective symptoms of urticaria. 

I desisted in the further use 0: the capsules, and placed her upon 
-a solution of the sulphite of soda, 30 grains to the ounce, which I 
-directed to be applied to the face and hands with the view of de- 
stroying the dermatitis in those situations. 

May 39, 11 a. m.— Patient’s condition but little, if any. changed 
since last visit. Eruption still out, especially upon the trunk; says 
that the itching last night was very intense. Very little flow and 
mo pains in the region of the uterus. 

May 20, 3 p. m.— Eruption nearly all gone on face and hands 
where the soda lotion was used; but upon the trunk, and upon 
the lower limbs especially, it is very prominent in the morbilliform 
variety, and intensely itchy. It looks precisely like a case of de- 
clining measles. All fever has disappeared, and the uterus has 
almost ceased to make a “ show.” 

May 22, 12 m.—Eruption plainly visible upon the trunk and 
lower limbs. Resembles very much a case of measles ; is itchy 
and begins to desquamate in small scales. 

May 25, 12 m.—All acute symptoms of dermatitis have disap- 
peared. A very free désquamation of the cuticle is now going 
-on, flakes of skin two by four inches being cast off as in the case 
of an extensive burn. Her hands showed evidence of this des- 
quamation to a very marked degree. A large patch of denuded 
cutis, two by three inches, was visible upon the left hand, while 
patches of dead and puckered skin resembling a number of scalds 
were preparing for exfoliation on the right. She says: “I can 
brush handfuls of dead skin from my head every morning, and am 
kept busy peeling away dead pieces all over my body.” Her 
lower limbs, which I examined, were similarly conditioned to the 
hands. The most disagreeable symptom referable to the skin 
complaint now remaining was the intense itching of the body, 
which kept her awake for hours last night, and which. so far to- 
day, has kept her pretty busy in trying to allay. 

At this observation it was discovered that the patient’s memory 
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was somewhat impaired, and her ideas confused. Undoubtedly 
due also to the effects of quinine. She informed me that several 
times during the past twenty-four hours, bright erythematous 
streaks would appear upon her arms, always parallel with the axis. 
of those limbs, and that she had on such occasions dreaded lest 
she would break out all over again. 

Now, while these cases are extremely rare, they are by no means. 
unknown to the profession. Out of ten thousand cases in hospital 
and private practice, where I have employed quinine internally, 
never had such a train of phenomena appeared after its use in a 
single instance. The ratio, therefore, might perhaps be given as 
one case in ten thousand of those who partake of this drug. 

Stille says in his third edition: “Dr. Hinkle ascribes to cin- 
chona the production in children under twelve years of age, of a 
peculiar erythematic hue of the skin, which confined itself to the 
face, thorax, and upper extremities, and continued from one to two 


hours while the patient was under its full influence. We, too, have. 
been informed of cases in which any salt of cinchona occasioned 


an eruption of urticaria.” 

Bartholow says in kis work on Therapeutics: ‘The action of 
quinia has occasionally been attended by the appearance of an 
eruption on the skin. Sometimes the exanthem has been in the 
torm of an erythema, sometimes it has assumed the appearance of 
urticaria ; again it has seemed to be herpetic. There is in fact no 
constant and invariable eruption, and many of the reported cases 
are open to the suspicion that the appearances on the skin are 
merely accidental, and not causative.” 

There could have been no false conclusions in my case. Her 
erythema was undoubtedly due to the quinine she took, and not 
over four grains of the sait got access to the circulation before her 
dermatitis began. Indeed, it did not require so much of the drug. 
She stated to me at my first visit that “I cannot take Brown’s Iron 
Bitters ; it contains quinine. I tried a dose of it once and it cov- 
ered me all over with this same eruption.” Now, Brown’s Iron 
Bitters contain not over two grains of cinchona bark to the 
drachm, so that a dose of the bitters, a half ounce, would at the 
highest figure contain only eight grains of the bark, or about one- 
fifth of a grain of quinine. 

The effect of the cinchona salt then seems to have been the 
cause of fever, and of a cutaneous eruption of great severity, 
which lasted eight days, and which assumed the intensity of the 
local manifestations of a severe case of scarlatina. 

On the 27th, in reply to the question, she stated that ‘‘this is. 
the fifth time I have been broken out by quinine. Three times by 


former physicians, and once when I took the bitters. I can take 


the tincture of iron, it does not affect me in this manner.” 

I have been a little prolix in the recital of this case, but it was 
on account of two reasons that I did so. First, to prove beyond a 
doubt that the eruption in this case was produced by no other 
cause than by the quinine ; and, secondly, to impress upon the pro- 
fession of hereafter bearing the fact in mind that “dermatic cin- 
chonism” is no myth, but a reality that should be borne in mind. 
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whenever we are called upon to introduce cinchona into a newly 
acquired family of patrons. 

Supplementary to the foregoing report, I will add that after my 
experience with the case, to-wit: About one month later, this 
lady was unfortunate enough to sustain a sixth attack of derma- 
titis, from the same cause, cinchona. Having occasion to require 
the services of a physician, she called in the old family attendant, 
who was out of the city at the time I was called on to treat her 
for abortion. 

Finding the os patulous, the doctor, a very skillful physician 
and excellent gentleman, prescribed nearly the identical remedy 
that I had given at my introductory visit, viz.: Ferr. et. quin. 
citrat, and ergotine, he not being cognizant of the ladv’s idiosyn- 
cracy. The result of this administration was a relapse of all the 
symptoms enumerated in the foregoing report, with the exception, 
or rather addition, of a much heavier exfoliation of the cuticle. 

At the meeting of August 9, referred to above, a cast of the 
foot, composed of exfoliated cuticle—a veritable Cinderella slip- 
per—the result of her latest cinchonism, was shown around to 
the members present, many of whom expressed surprise at the 
curious relationship between the phenomenon and its cause.— 
Texas Courier-Record. 





A CASE OF PSEUDO-EPILEPSY OF THE RETINA 
CAUSED BY HYPERMETROPIA. 


By F.C. Rivsey, M. D.,or New York, 





Presumably, true epilepsy of the retina never occurs independ- 
ent of the epileptic state, although an epileptoid condition of this. 
membrane may recur and at regularly varying intervals, and with 
such demonstrative effect as to be very misleading if not sufficient 
to cause a complete error of judgment. Undoubtedly during all 
epileptic convulsions the vessels of the retina become emptied and 
blanched as soon as the cerebral circulation, as a whole, is inter- 
fered with, and remains so during the interval of unconsciousness. 
Were we to use the ophthalmoscope at such time we would find 
this condition existing, and the usual power entirely in abeyance. 
That an epileptoid manifestation can occur entirely independent 
of a true epilepsy and be dependent upon a cause remote from any 
of a neurotic nature, the history and subsequent developments of 
the accompanying case fully demonstrate. The peculiar symp- 
toms here presented are of interest not only to the specialist in 
ophthalmic surgery, but to every physician, for to anv one such 
cases may present themselves, and‘an appreciation of the danger 
attending such phenomena at the beginning will enable him to 
alleviate to a considerable degree by his prognosis, the anxiety of 
the sufferer. 

Mrs. W., aged twenty-five, consulted me in the summer of 188s, 
recounting the following symptoms: Has always possessed good 
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eyesight until recently. Was quite ill about eight months previous 
to parturition, which illness was prolonged by excitement conse- 
quent upon the illness and death of a member of the family. 
Supposed, however, to have fully recovered from the effects of 
the foregoing previous to the manifestation of any ocular symp- 
toms. 

During a period of two months prior to my examination, she 
had experienced more or less constant pain in the supra-orbital 4 
region, and at times all about the region of the eyes, especially > 
when reading or sewing, the same generally subsiding soon after 
laying aside the book or needle. For the past two or three weeks 
there was experienced a sensation of fogginess before the eyes at 
intervals varying from a few hours to two days, both when regard- 
ing near or distant objects —these attacks increasing in severity . 
until the right eye was incapable of distinguishing light from 
darkness; in fact, the patient became absolutely blind in the right 
eye, which condition lasted from two to ten or fifteen minutes and 
then passed off, generally through varying stages to a perfect 
restoration of sight. 

The inadvertent closing of the left eye brought to her mind a 
sudden realization that the blindness was confined exclusively to 
the right eye, and. subsequent repetitions demonstrated conclu- 
sively that the left eye was never thus affected. Fearing organic 
disease of the right which might lead to permanent blindness nat- J 
urally caused much uneasiness and perturbation of mind. e 

An examination of the eye revealed the following: 

Both eyes appear externally to be in normal condition. Insides 


dark; pupils regular and of same size; both respond perfectly and 
a. 


equally to light. O. D. V.= with X > xx; O. S. V. = with X 
wie showing a manifest hypermetropia of - . Slight insuffi- 
ciency of internal rectus of right eye noticed when attention was 
concentrated upon a near object. Not having a set of prisms at 
hand, the degree of adduction and abduction was not noted. With 
the ophthalmoscope the left eye was ascertained to be in a per- 4. 
fectly normal state. In the right eye was noticed slight engorge- ; 
ment of the veins, they being somewhat distended and tortuous, H 
especially near the margin of the disc. Otherwise the fundus pre- 
sented a perfectly normal appearance. 

The patient had, therefore, all the symptoms of quinine epilepsy 
of the retina, with no other history of the disease and no abnorm- 
ality to mention except the far-sightedness. 

To prevent the return of the epileptical manifestations, she was 
directed to abstain from all work necessitating the use of the eyes 
in a condition of active accommodation, and to use a pair of glasses 
(X 1-69), representing almost the whole amount of her manifest 
hypermetropia. 

The following day an attack occurred, which lasted but a mo- 
ment, and did not produce blindness. 

The second day a sense of fogginess of short duration was 
noticed, but no special inconvenience followed. 

On the third day the glasses (X 1-60) were received and imme- 
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diately adopted, since when no recurrence of the epileptoid attacks 
have supervened, and with their use, in conjunction with a short 
course of faradization of the internal rectus muscle complete relief 
from all pain, inconvenience and interference of vision has ensued. 
The lady recently informed me that she had not since experienced 
any untoward symptoms, and that with the aid of the glasses she 
is enabled to work steadily for hours at the finest kinds of needle- 
work, without experiencing the slightest sense of fatigue about 
the eyes. 

The history of such cases demonstrate most conclusively the 
necessity of the use of correcting lenses in order to prevent ine 
possibility of overtaxation of the accommodative power wh ch 
generally occurs in the hypermetropic state unless glasses are 
worn. 

This also brings to notice the diversity of manifestations that 
may supervene upon but a slight degree of refractive error.—Med. 
and Surg. Rep. 





ON SOME NEW HYPNOTICS. 





By Dr. S. G. WEBBER. 





Several drugs have been lately given to the profession with the 
claim that they are valuable hypnotics. I have had an opportunity 
of testing these in the cases of many patients in the Adams’ 
Nervine Asylum. 

Paraldehyde has been some years in use. It has advantages 
over chloral. The immediate subsequent effects are less unp eas- 
ant. It very rarely causes headache on the next day ; sometimes 
patients have a sensation of fulness or pressure in the head for a 
few hours after waking. I gave it ia one case where the patient 
had been taking chioral in large doses, not measuring the dose, 
and had been injuriously affected by the drug. The paraldehyde 
gave, in this instance, better and more prolonged rest; the patient 
partially recovered his mental powers and some measure of 
strength. The paraldehyde was continued several weeks in 
nightly doses of forty minims. In this patient there was probably 
disseminated sclerosis, and it did not seem possible to do without 
some agent to produce sleep, at least so long as he was at home. 

The chief objection to paraldehyde is its disagreeable odor and 
taste, and also the odor it imparts to the breath. I do not remem- 
ber to have met any unpleasant symptom arising from its use; but 
had never seen a case in which it has been used habitually for a 
long time. The dose is from forty-eight to eighty or ninety min- 
ims; sixty minims is the average dose. Occasionally a dose of 
eighty minims has failed to give the sleep which I have desired to 
obtain. 

Urethane came into notice later than paraldehyde ; it is much 
more pleasant to administer, having scarcely any taste or odor. 

When I first gave it the dose was too small, but by increasing it 
to thirty grains good results were generally obtained. Sometimes 
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much larger doses are necessary. It is quite soluble; fifteen grains 
will dissolve in a drachm of water. 

The after effects are generally unimportant. It has seemed once 
or twice to give rise to nasuea the day after; but often the patient 
says the sleep has been very natural and refreshing. It is not so 
sure to produce sleep as paraldehyde. 

Hydrobromate of hyoscine has the advantage of being almost 
tasteless, and the dose is small. I began with a dose of one hun- 
dred and twentieth of a grain, as recommended by the articles I 
had read, but soon found this too small, and increased to a sixtieth 
of a grain, using the following formula, giving twenty minims: 


R. Hydrobromate of hyoscine........... vorrr gr. j. 
0 ee a ne ee ree 3 iss. 
ee ee re er , a * 

In a few instances I have given twenty-five minims of this mix- 

ture. 


There is so little taste to this that it can be given in some sim- 
ple drink, as gruel or ‘beef tea, without the knowledge of the 
patient. 

In one patient it produced discomfort in the head the next day, 
so that after two trials it was given upand urethane given instead. 
In other cases the sixtieth of a grain given for a week or more has 
produced no bad effects. Ina few cases it has failed to produce 
sleep, and the sleep secured in other cases has not been of so long 
duration as that usually produced by paraldehyde, but subse- 
quently in these same case the latter drug has not proved more 
efficacious. On the whole, my experience with this drug is that 
it will act favorably with a large number of patients, that it is ac- 
ceptable on account of its lack of taste and odor, and because of 
its small dose; the sleep obtained is very refreshing and natural ; 
it is, however, rather more likely to leave unpleasant effects, and 
seems to loose its power by repetition sooner than either urethane 
or paraldehyde. 

HHypnone has a strong odor of bitter almonds. I have given it 
in capsules in doses of five to eight drops (.07 to .13) or even 
more, the former dose is rather small for good results. It will 
produce very natural sleep, and the patient awakes refreshed. It 
is of much less value than the drugs already considered, and fails 
more frequently than the others in producing sleep. It may be 
conveniently substituted for the others when they have been taken 
some time consecutively — Boston Med. and Surg. Fournal. 





The Prognosis of Croup.— Dr. F. Forcheimer, professor of 
physiology in the Medical College of Ohio, physician to the Good 
Samaritan and Children’s Hospitals, Cincinnati, in a recent paper 
before the Cincinnati Academy of Medicine, discussed in an inter- 
esting manner the above caption. Nothing, he thought, was so 
satisfactory and, perhaps, so profitable to the physician in his daily 
rounds, as an accurate prophecy concerning the course of a dis- 
ease. In other words, to tell whether our case will be one of the 
26.7 per cent. of cases of croup which recover or not. He did 
not think that medicinal treatment had very much effect on the 
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diphtheritic membrane after it has extended into the larynx, but 
usually does more harm than good, especially the administration, 
with lavish hand, of emetics and caustics. 

The next point in treatment which affects prognosis is, shall 
trachetomy be performed? Out of 12,736 cases of diphtheritic 
croup collected by Monti which had been tracheotomized, 26.7 per 
cent. recovered. Admitting that some of these cases were fibrin- 
ous croup, yet the disparity is too great. For a good prognosis, 
the operation should be performed in every case, provided the 
physician has assured himself that laryngeal stenosis is present 
and has become dangerous to the patient. Seven of the author’s 
cases were not tracheotomized, and but one recovered. The re- 
maining twenty-five cases were operated upon and six recovered. 

He has found the operation of intubation to fulfill all the indi- 
cations of tracheotomy as far as the laryngeal stenosis is concerned. 
As yet it is quite too early to decide whether intubation will sup- 
plant tracheotomy or not. Ceteris paribus. the patient stands a 
much better chance with intubation than tracheotomy; there is no 
anesthetic, no hemorrhage, no after-effects from septic infection 
or pneumonia. One or the other or both operations are to be per- 
formed in all cases, irrespective of age, sex or condition of the 
patient. In the cases in which the author had resorted to intuba- 
tion, five in number, the stenosis was as effectually relieved as by 


‘ tracheotomy. The lumen of the tube he thought sufficiently large 


to admit air readily. In one of his cases the tube had been swal- 
lowed, from faulty method of securing it. 

General considerations have a very important bearing on the 
prognosis. Age, power of resistance, temperature, intensity, and 
extensiveness of the affection, must be carefully weighed. There 
are epidemics in which the mortality is simply frightful, do what 
we may. The further the child has gone into the stage of 
asphyxia, the less are the chances for his recovery. Much depends 
upon ausculation of the lungs. The presence of albumen in large 
quantities, as much as five per cent., makes the prognosis very 
grave, especially if there are blood clots found. If at any time 
after the operation the cough becomes dry or the expectoration 
ceases, we must fear the worst. A sudden rise of temperature — 
103° to 104° F.—is a serious symptom, and usually means a new 
deposit of membrane; increased frequency of respiration is always 
suspicious. There are very many complications which may cause 
death after the removal of the canula. These are local and remote. 
The former may be divided into diphtheritis of the wound, hem- 
orrhages, abscesses. The latter, general septic troubles, followed 
by «ne of the most intense forms of anemia, myocarditis, endo- 
carditis, paralysis, trouble with the kidneys, and finally-with the 
lymphatics. Prognostication is a very difficult task, yet made 
easier and in some cases exact by taking into consideration ail the 
factors discussed above.—Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Resection of the Entire Shaft of the Tibia for Necrosis, 
with Reproduction of the Bone — Recovery.— Dr. W. C. 
Wile, of Newton, Cunn., thus writes in the Brit. Med. Fournal: 
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On May 8, 1883, I was consulted by the parents of Willie W., 
in relation to a running sore on the shin of his left leg. On ex- 
ternal examination, I found three openings leading through sinuses, 
which were found to lead to dead bone. The tibia was much 
enlarged, and the boy showed a decided limp in his gait. He 
suffered considerable pain, especially at night, which had been 
controlled chiefly by anodynes. The boy was twelve years old, 
with hereditary scrofulous tendencies, and had the history of a fall, 
striking his shin violently against the iron rail of a railroad cross- 
ing, causing, at the time, quite a severe contusion, which was fol- 
lowed by considerable inflammation. Soon afterwards, the bone 
commenced to enlarge, and had continued to increase in size up 
to the date of my first visit. The sinuses had opened about a year 
before, and continued to discharge ever since. The boy’s general 
health was poor, he giving every evidence of the exhausting char- 
acter of the discharges; and it was quite evident that the injuries 
he had received three years previously had lit upon an inflamma- 
tion of the periosteum, which had led to grave destruction of bone 
tissue. It was also quite evident that, if the impairment of the 
general health was allowed to go on, the result could not be other 
than death; and the struggle, apparently, could not be a long one. 
I advised operative interference—of exactly what character, how- 
ever, it would be hard for me to say until after an exploratory in- 
cision had been made. The family consenting, I put the boy upon 
a month’s preparatory treatment, getting the secretions in perfect 
order, building up the general heaith with cod-liver oil, iron tonics. 
and liberal diet — beef peptonoids, and Murdock’s liquid food — 
on which I largely depended to build up the patient. . 

On May 11th, with the assistance of Dr. J. J. Barry, of South 
Norwalk, who kindly administered the ether, and Dr. S. T. De La 
Mater, of Bridgeport, I made an incision along the line of the 
tibia down to the bone, cutting through the diseased periosteum, 
and carefully lifting it away. I found the bone to be badly dis- 
eased; so much so that, after consultation with the two physicians, 
it was decided to remove the entire shaft. In its removal, I was 
particularly careful not to injure the periosteum, peeling it up cau- 
tiously, and, as nearly as possible, keeping it intact. After remov- 
ing the shaft, a considerable quantity of diseased bone, at each 
end, was removed with the gouge. After this was all removed, I 
packed the cavity with absorbent cotton moistened with a solu- 
tion of carbolic acid (one to twenty) The boy rallied nicely from 
the operation; and, under the influence of the same treatment that 
was pursued in the preparation of the case, healthy granulations 
sprang up, and there was soon evidence of the production of new 
bone. After two months, the shaft was strong enough to allow 
the fitting of the shoe, to which were attached braces at the sides, 
with the joints at the ankle, the upper ends of which grasped the 
limb just below the knee by a steel padded band. By this time 
the external wound had healed, and the boy was put upon 
crutches. From this time out the progress was uninterrupted. 
The tibia is now strong and well formed, and the termination of 
the case is all that could be desired. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


Recent Progress in the Investigation of Hog Cholera.— 
The interest which this Association (American Public Health As- 
sociation, Toronto, Can.) was pleased to show in the remarks that 
I had the honor to make on the cause of hog cholera at the meet- 
ing of one year ago encourages me to give a brief account of some 
more recent investigations of the same disease. 

The experiments of the year, which have been very numerous, 
abundantly confirm the conclusion that this disease is caused by a 
bacterium—that is, an organism which exists in the form of a short 
rod and is generally united in twos, and sometimes in fours. It is 
mobile, stains deeply around its entire periphery, and, so far as we 
have been able to ascertain, does not form spores. It grows on 
nutrient gelatine without liquefying it. The cultures of it are fatal 
to mice, rabbits, Guinea Pigs, pigeons, and swine, but they do not 
seriously affect fowls. * 

While this disease, as it occurs in the herds of the country, is 
extremely virulent and fatal, a considerable dose of the virus may 
be injected hypodermically without producing serious effects in 
swine. We have inoculated, in this way with 4 cc. and have lest 
no animals from this dose. By increasing the quantity to $cc. the 
operation becomes more dangerous, but even in this case only one 
animal out of eight succumbed Such inoculations evidently con- 
ter a certain degree of immunity, because the individuals which 
have been operated upon in this way may afterward be inoculated 
with 2, 24, or even 3 cc. without any serious results. 

The test of inoculation, however, is certainly far from being as 
severe a test of immunity as actual exposure to the contagion in 
infected pens. Thus pigs which had received # to $ cc. of virus 
for a first dose were not sufficiently protected to enable them to 
resist exposure to sick pigs in infected places. 

If so large a dose of virus may be injected into the tissues with- 
out producing fatal effects, it seems difficult, at first, to explain how 
the contagion, carried on the feet of animals and people, and in 
many other ways in which but a small quantity can be transported, 
is able to infect individuals and start new outbreaks. Yet this is 
evidently true, or the plague could not spread from herd to herd as 
frequently as we know it does. It would seem that the small 
quantity of contagion which is carried and deposited upon the new 
premises must find there a nidus suitable tor its multiplication be- 
tore herds can be infected in that way. 

To test this hypothesis, we have placed the organisms in hay in- 
fusion, and find that it is able to multiply in such a liquid. But 
what is more remarkable is its life and rapid development in ordi- 
nary water. An idea of this can he obtained from the following 
experiment: 1occ. of Potomac water, such as is supplied to the 
families of Washington, was sterilized by heat and as many germs 
of this disease added as would be carried on a small loop of plati- 
num wire dipped into a culture liquid. It was then tested to de- 
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termine the numher of microbes that had been added to each cc., 
and there were found to be 26240. This was September 8th. On 
September gth there were 1,276,000 germs to the cc., showing that 
they had increased nearly eightfold in twenty-four hours. Sep- 
tember 10th there were 1,296,000 germs to the cc., an increase of 
fiftyfold in forty-eight hours. September 13 there were 2,608,200, 
an increase ot one hundred fold in five days. The limit of growth 
to each cc. of water is reached by the last figures given, and after 
this period the number of living germs begins to decrease. We 
have here, consequently, the demonstration that this pathogenic 
organism may multiply to a wonderful extent in water as pure as 
that of the ordinary running streams of the country. - It is true that 
in this case the disease germ did not contend with the ordinary 
‘germs with which all waters in nature are more or less contami- 
nated, and it is possible that their development would be somewhat 
affected by the presence of these other species. It may be admit- 
ted, however, that these germs have the power of living and mul- 
tiplying in water or in moist organic matters such as usually exist 
in enclosures where hogs are kept. 

Drying is destructive to this germ, though it retains its vitality 
for a considerable time. With drops of culture liquid dried on 
cover glasses we found that, in some cases, the germs would all be 
destroyed after eight or nine days, but in other cases there were 
still living germs after twenty-two days. In small pieces of spleen 
not larger than a pin-head, which were thoroughly dried, there 
were still living germs at the end of forty-nine days. 

The tests of disinfectants have piven some unexpected results, 
and emphasize the necessity of determining the effects of these 
agents upon each specific microbe. This organism is destroyed 
by a solution of permanganate of potash of 1:5000 acting for fifteen 
minutes. Of sulphuric acid, 1:2000 is required ; of carbolic acid, 
1:80; of mercuric chloride, 1:75000, and in some preliminary ex- 
periments with mercuric iodide this agent was found efficient in 
the strength of 1:1000000.—D. E. Satmon, D. V. M., iz Sanitarian. 


Poisoning by Milk.— We have been taught that milk may 
transmit the poisons of typhoid fever, of scarlatina, and other in- 
fectious diseases, to those drinking the same. Other poisons may 
be transmitted by the milk from one place or person to others far 
distant. It is even claimed that tuberculosis may be transmitted. 
But to this phase of milk poisoning we do not refer just now. 

We desire to call attention to poisons developed in milk aside 
from any substance or poison which has entered it from without. 
Dr. Newton (Medical News, Sept. 25) reports some investiga- 
tions of importance bearing upon this matter. Spoiled milk has 
been known to become poisonous under certain circumstances. 
Briefly, the story of Dr. Newton’s researches is as follows: 

On August 7, forty-three persons were taken sick at two hotels 
at Long Branch. The symptoms were the same in all the cases, 
viz.: those of gastro-intestinal irritation. A week after this series 
of cases occurred thirty persons were taken sick in the same man- 
mer at another hotel. 
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In searching for the cause of this outbreak it was found that 
every article of diet could be eliminated except milk. It was 
found that one dealer had supplied all the milk to these hotels. 
Farther, it appeared that only those were sick who partook of 
milk supplied at night. The cows, farms, food and drink of the 
cows, etc., were found to be entirely right. Finally it was found 
that the cows were milked at noon and at midnight. The noon 
inilking alone produced the illness. This, while hot, in the heat 
of the day, was placed in cans and carted eight miles during the 
hottest part of the hottest weather. From this milk the writer, 
Dr. Newton, was able to separate the poisonous substance, tryo- 
toxicon, first discovered by Prof. Vaughan, of Michigan Univer- 
sity, in poisonous cheese. This is probably a ptomaine, and forms 
distinct needle-shaped crystals, which give a blue color with a 
mixture of potassium ferrocyanide and ferric chloride.Jand reduced 
iodic acid. Placed on the tongue the crystals give a burning sen- 
sation. Fed to a cat they produce retching and vomiting and col- 
Japse. 

7 would seem as if we had here a perfect demonstration that 
milk under certain circumstances will undergo such changes as to 
become poisonous. 

Careful dairymen cool their milk in open vessels before placing | 
‘it in cans for delivery at the market.— American Lancet. 


Investigations on the Action of Micrococci of Vaccine.— 
Dr. L. Voight has presented an interesting study of vaccine cul- 
tures, an abstract of which follows: 

Koch and Feiler, as the result of their researches, conclude that 
the micro-organisms which are regularly found in vaccine lymph 
are pathogenic but do not contain the vaccine contagium, and that 
when isolated and used for vaccination neither produce a pock 
nor grant protection. 

Quist, of Helsingpors, has grown vaccine lymph in various 
media and successfully vaccinated children with the products. 

Bareggi has stated that the micro-organisms of small-pox and 
vaccine are identical. He has described large and small cocci, 
which latter are probably the carriers of the contagion. They 
exhibit active Brownian movements, and develop so rapidly that 
in three days a kilogramme of artificial lymph may be prepared 
from a capillary tube of human lymph. With such cultures, six 
out of eight vaccinations were successful. 

The author has separated and: cultivated in gelatin three kinds 
of organisms which all liquefy the medium. 

1. Small cocci which, near the surface of the gelatin, form gray- 
ish-white, sharply defined spherical colonies, the periphery being 
of pale yellow color. Under a high power they appear to possess 
a proper movement, and occur in knots of two and four. These 
are probably the carriers of contagion. 

2. Large cocci which form pale green spherical colonies with 
rough and indefinite surface, and under a high power show only 
slight Brownian movement. These were not always present. 

3. Small cocci in gray, yeliow, dark, sharply defined colonies 
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with a delicate cloud in the neighborhood, presenting under a high 
power groups of two or four, but possessing no spontaneous 
movement. In stained preparations these are indistinguishable 
from (1), but are ineffective for vaccination. 

“ge out of fourteen calves were successfully vaccinated with 
(1). 
The author offers his results as a partial contribution to the 
subject, which requires further investigation Manchester Med. 


Chronicle. 


Note on the Treatment of Thread-Worms in Children.— 
The complete cure of thread-worms in children is often very diffi- 
cult. While the ordinary methods used, such as rectal injections 
of salt and water, infusion of quassia, and other remedies, do good 
for a time, yet they often fail to relieve the attendant symptoms of 
“worms,” symptoms usually very irregular, and in some cases 
severe, in character. In many cases, though the irritation about. 
the anus is relieved by injections, the irregularity of the bowels 
and the disturbance of sleep remain the same. This is probably 
due to the fact that the habitat of the worms is higher up in the 
large intestine, where no remedy introduced by the rectum can 
reach them. 

In many cases I have found that rhubarb in small doses brings 
away large numbers of worms, and at the same time regulates the 
bowels, so that the use of injections may in most cases be dis- 
pensed with. The formula which I have found most useful is as 
follows, varying slightly with the age of the child: 


ie. IE SU i025 gy bi 6 9a-0 ois x o'4de vies hain eee .m ij. 
Se oe er gr. 1ij. 
Tincture -cingiberis, .... 2. ..ccsecsvee voneogn mj. 
ME ri eed san nhekded hbase renner iewe 3 j. 


This is to be taken twice or three times daily according to the 
effect on the bowels. Whether the rhubarb acts as a vermicide or 
simply by “moving the worms on,” I am unable to say.— Zhe 


Practitioner. 


Vertigo.— Dr. Willard (in Mew York Med. Record) found the 
following the best treatment in obstinate cases of vertigo: 

After trying the various remedies recommended in the text- 
books, and not deriving the results I desired, I applied blisters to 
the neck, and in some cases, when the pain in the back was severe, 
all the way down the spine. The result of the blistering was very 
satisfactory, improvement beginning almost immediately, and my 
ee are to-day attending to their ordinary duties. Of course 

did not neglect, but continued general treatment. I think that 
the use of blisters in these cases cannot be too highly recom- 
mended, even though we cannot explain the modus operandi. In 
the treatment of these cases I used a blister which does not con- 
tain cantharides, and which is tree from the exceedingly unpleas- 
ant complications of strangury. These blisters, or “issue plast- 
ers” as they are called, have proved very satisfactory in my hands,, 
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mot once producing unpleasant symptoms — they blister quickly, 
without pain of any consequence, and by returning them to the 
blistered surface an issue can be kept up for any desirable length 
-of time —and, as I remarked above, without the slightest fear of 
straugury occurring as a complication. I greatly fear that with 
the general practitioner the beneficial effects of judicious blister- 
ing in these and other similar cases, is oftentimes lost sight of in 
‘dread of the unpleasant symptoms produced by cantharides. 


Stone in the Bladder — Its Surgical Treatment.— Dr. Wil- 
liam Cadge (British Med. Fournal) in an interesting series of 
Jectures on this subject summarizes his views thus: 


1. In children litholapaxy should be more frequently adopted 
than has been the custom. 


2. In male children, when the stone is at all large, the supra- 
‘pubic will probably prove easier to do, and safer than the perineal 
operation. 

3. In female children litk olapaxy should be the rule for small 
‘stones, and the high operation for all large ones. 


4. In adult females litholapaxy, or dilatation and extraction, 
should be adopted for stones of moderate size ; vaginal lithotcmy 
for those somewhat larger ; and the high operation for stones of 
-decidedly large size. 

. 5. In adult males litholapaxy should be the rule for stones up to an 
-ounce, or an ounce and a half; above that size, lateral or possibly 
suprapubic lithotomy — certainly the latter for all stones over three 
ounces. 

6. In the aged the same rules apply when the urinary organs are 
‘healthy, but when the prostate is large and the bladder atonic, 
‘suprapubic lithotomy should he adopted, until its success or fail- 
ure is demonstrated —Amer. Lancet. 


Typhoid Fever, as always, is reported to be most prevalent in 
the imperfectly sewered cities. Deaths reported from it for the 
three months ending September 3oth, in Paris, 279; Lyons, 58; 
Warsaw, 58; St. Petersburg, 159; Alexandria, 51; Cairo, 226. 
But even in these the mortality from this cause is less in propor- 
tion than in some American cities equally, if not, indeed, more ne- 
-glectful of efficient sewerage. Philadelphia and Baltimore are 
prominent examples ; in the former, with bad sewerage, for the 
same period, the mortality from typhoid fever was 101 ; in the lat- 
ter, without sewerage, about the same proportion to population, 
57. Very few cities of much magnitude abroad, as at home, are 
wholly exempt from typhoid fever, but proportionally those are 
most so which are best sewered and drained. Deaths reported by 
14 large English cities, comprising about 8,500,000 population, for 
months ending September 30, was only 438—173 (4,149,533 inhab- 
itants) in London. 1a Berlia. 1315,287 inhabitants, 75. In Mun- 
ich, which until recent sewage was one of the most fruitful sour- 
ces of typhoid fever of any city in Europe, 19; Brussels, 8.— Zhe 
Sanitarian, 














22 SOUTHERN MEpIcAL REcorp. 


Podophyllum Hypodermically.— Brunton states that the 
resin of podophyllum “acts on the bowels when injected subcu- 
taneously, as well as when introduced into the intestinal canal.’” 
In 1880, Dr. D. O. Brau reported that he had used podophyllo- 
toxin as a purgative for children and found it completely to repre- 
sent podophyllin. Toa child ten year old he gave from 6-100 to 
9-100 of a grain. 

We have used podophyllotoxin upon kittens three times, pro- 
ducing free catharsis in each case within an hour. In two of the 
experiments catharsis was carried to the extent of bloody, mucous. 
passages, the bowels remaining loose for several days. In these 
cases there was no depression of any kind manifest until after 
many watery stools had been voided, when the cats betrayed the 
weakening effect of this drain of albuminous fluid. In one case 
the catharsis was promptly checked by the administration of 1-16 
of a grain of morphine. We have also used podophyllotoxin upon 
man four times —two of the cases being in the Cincinnati Hos- 


pital— Zed. News. 


Laparotomy as an Aid to Herniotomy.— Fenwick records 
a case in the September Lendon Lancet (1885), showing the value 
of laparotomy as an aid to herniotomy. The operation owes its 
origin to a suggestion of Mr. Annandale, who pointed out how 
much easier it is to drawa loop of bowel up than to press it back, 
piece by piece, into the peritoneal cavity. A man, aged fifty-three, 
was admitted into the London Hospital with a strangulated lett 
inguinal hernia. All attempts at reduction failed, and an opera- 
tion was decided upon. 

The sac was opened and the neck incised, but every time a piece 
of the gut was pushed back into the peritoneal cavity it shot out 
again. The author then decided to open the abdominal cavity, 
and made a two-inch incision just above the pubes. Theleft fore- 
finger was introduced into the abdomen and hooked under the gut, 
and the entire gut was easily drawn into the abdomen. The 
patient, however, died six days after the operation from exhaus- 
tion. The author advocates this method of treatment in cases of 
strangulated hernia, and believes that the small abdominal wound 
would not add to the risk of herniotomy. 


She Was Not Spayed.— The Jedical Press and Circular, 
September 8, 1886, vouches for the truth of the following: 

“A certain operator proposed to remove ‘the uterine append- 
ages’ from a patient under his care, and he asked a gentleman 
present it he would like to examine the patient, saying she had 
been suffering for years with an acute pain, that life was a burden, 
etc. The gentleman, struck by the full, round, rosy cheeks and 
red lips of the woman, first asked her how she slept nights. ‘Oh, 
very well, thank you,’ was the reply. ‘ You have no pain at night, 
then?’ was the next question. ‘Qh, no,’ she answered. ‘Have 
you pain all day long?’ continued the questioner. ‘Not all the 
day through,’ she replied. ‘Have you pain every day?’ he went 
on. ‘No, not every day,’ was the answer. ‘How often does the 
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pain come on then?’ the gentleman continued. ‘Oh, three or 
four days a month,’ was the innocent reply, much to the amaze- 
ment of the questioner. The would-be operator was heard to 
mutter something about ‘getting any answer you like,’ but it will. 
be satisfactory to learn that the patient saved her ovaries on that 
occasion, at least."—Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Treatment of Pruritus Pudendi.—In a paper read before: 
the Cincinnati Academy of Medicine, September 20, 1886, on Pru- 
ritus Pudenti, the author (Dr. E. S. McKee) discussed that inter- 
esting section, the treatment, as follows : 

First, we should ascertain the cause of the disease to treat it in- 
telligently. We should treat the constitutional diseases as the ori- 
gin of the trouble. Next, we should treat the morbid phenomena, 
the pruritus. Remove the cause, and the pruritus will disappear 
of itself. The parts should be washed twice -a day with castile 
soap and water. The diet should be vegetable, and regular action 
of the bowels maintained. Asa general rule, stimulants should be 
disallowed. 

In this ‘troublesome trouble, for we can hardly call it a disease, 
we need all the remedies we can find ; hence I give all I know. 

4-per cent. solution of boracic acid. 
3-10-per cent. solution of carbolic acid. 
3-5-per cent. solution of argenti nitratis. 
0.5-per cent. solution of bichloride of mercury. 
25-50 per cent. solution of sulphurous acid. 
6-per cent. solution of sodii biborat. 

Ointments of tar, boracic acid, camphor, or iodoform, mixtures: 
of camphor and chloral, infusion of tobacco, 20-per cent. solution 
of chloroform in almond oil. 

Treatment with the bichloride should be preceded by a removal 
of the mucus with warm water, and then dry with soft linén. Pass 
a sponge, moistened with the solution, rapidly over the affected 
part. This leaves a smarting, burning sensaticn, which is allevi- 
ated by a few minutes’ washing with cold water. Subsequent ap- 
plications become less and less painful. 

M. Dubois recommends, in the rebellious cases, that the entire 
surface of the vulva be cauterized with a solid stick of the nitrate 
of silver. The great objection to this is that it is extremely pain-- 
ful, and the alleviation produced by it is almost always temporary. 
Meigs recommends : 


SE Are eee eer, ee i Ok acue 3 ij, 
IN em os a's made he pa aa gs 9's cee gr. ivss, 
TE UN GOMES iiss emcvins Biba es KebaR Aas 3 viij. 


M. S. Apply three times a day to the affected part with a 
sponge or soft piece of linen. Take care to wash well the parts. 
beforehand with soap and water, and dry them well afterward. 
A compress dipped in the oil of sweet almonds and laid in the 
commissure of the vagina is recommended. 

When the trouble is general, temporary relief may be obtained. 
by placing the woman in a prolonged soda bath, and subsequently 
rubbing the entire surface with vasoline. 
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Pruritus which has extended upon the distended abdominal walls 
is well treated with— 


R. Lin. saponis comp.. 
Chloroform 

S. Apply locally. 

If the itching comes trom an ulcerated cervix, or, more properly, 
from the irritating discharge proceeding from it, apply nitrate of 
silver, and introduce a tampon of tanno-glycerine. 

Pruritus from breeding pediculi is well treated by mild mercu- 
rial ointments, Stavesacre answers well. A plasma formed of 
flour of sulphur and water, saline purgatives, as Pullna or Friedi- 
chshall water. Vichy baths, or even bathing with cold or tepid 
water, constitute the best polliatives. Salines and colchicum may 
be indicated, also bromide of potassium. A weak solution of Gou- 
lard’s lotion, or a lotion composed of— 

R. Liq. morphie hydrochlorate. . 

Acid hydrocyanic 
Avue 

M. S. Use as a lotion 

Pledgets soaked in the following and placed in the vagina have 
been found useful : 

R. Acidi sulphuric, 

Sodii hiborate. 
Acidi sulphurici, 
Glycerini, 
M. Insert at bedtime and withdraw in the morning. 


Iodoform may be dusted over the parts. The following has of- 
ten given relief : 

R. Chloroformi 

Ol. amygdal 

M. S. Apply externally. 

Morphia and chloral internally may be found necessary to obtain 
relief at night. Hildebrant has found the tincture cannabis indice, 
10-20 gtts., to be of even more benefit than these.—Med. & Surg. 
Reporter. 


Cholera.—During the three months ending September 30, deaths 
reported in Buda Pesth, 169 ; during the four weeks ending Octo- 
ber 23, 303, the number of cases not reported. In Trieste, during 
the three months ending September 30, 411 deaths ; during the 
four weeks ending October 23, 110. In Venice, during the three 
months ending September 30, 132 deaths. In Bologna, during the 
month of September, 67 deaths. In Szegedin, during three weeks 
ending October 19, 64 deaths. In Tagliari, October 6-9, 13 deaths. 
In Tarentum, October 6-10, 4 deaths. (Telegraphic :) Buenos 
Ayres, November 19 (via Galveston), Cholera has broken out in 
the hospital for the insane in this city, and of 18 persons attacked 
2 have died. There were 8 new cases and 5 deaths at Rosario 
during the past twenty-four hours. 





SouTHERN MEDICAL REcorD. 25 


Incontinence of Urine.-—-Owing to the care needed in the ad- 
wninistration of strychnia, some practitioners are now making suc- 
cessful use of .erget in these cases. Like strychnia, it certainly has 
‘the power of causing muscular contraction. 

In certain cases where the augmentation of the vesical contract- 
ility appears to be associated with a weakness of the urethral mus- 
cles, strychnia or ergot-—-which would here be better may be used 
in conjunction with the belladonna. 

Ot all the remedies used for incontinence caused by contractiie 
insufficiency in the urethral muscles, electricity is, perhaps, the 
most efficacious. One of the poles may be applied over the peri- 
neum and the other upon the abdomen over the bladder, or in the 
wectum. 

Grusse reports many cures by this method. In obstinate cases 
one cf the poles introduced into the urethra and the other applied 
to the hypcegastrium, the perineum, or is introduced into the rec- 
tum: The use of this method sometimes frightens children and 
their parents, but it is not painful. Its effect, when it cures, is al- 
most immediate, and when it does not cure it affords great relief. 
The peptonate of iron is a proper adjuvant to use simultaneously 
with ergot, strychnia or electricity, or if these give special tone to 
‘the muscular fibre, the albuminate fortifies the general system and 
reconstitutes the blood corpuscles. Hydropathy, like iron, is a 
‘powertul tenic, but should be used prudently. Sea baths are often 
successful with lymphatic and scrofulous subjects, and sulphur 
‘baths in cases of nervous affections. 

_ Incontinent children. should take their evening meal early and 
be somewhat restricted in the use of drinking water at night. 

Parents should be directed to find out the hour at which the 
‘child is likely to urinate in bed, and wake him up a short time be- 
fore it arrives. In the daytime care should be taken to encourage 
him to urinate only at certain hours, fixed at a reasonabie time 
apart. This is the best way to habituate the bladder to retaining 
urine. Where it is certain that incontinence is caused by careless- 
ness, prudent correction should be administered. Trousseau tells 
ot an obstinate case of incontinence in a tull-grown girl, whose 
malady had resisted all medicaments, but gave way at last to the 
nightly attacks of a determined mother armed with a whip.——-Dr. 
H: Picarp, in Chicago Med. Times. 


The Water Diet.—Dr. Almanera Butler, of Chili, S. A., advo- 
‘cates what he calls the Water Diet in the treatment of cholera in- 
fantum. One of the most prominent symptoms of the disease 
being intense thirst, it was taken for granted that Nature pointed 
‘out the required treatment. Pure cold water is given in quantities 
.as large as the child’s desires. Dr. Luton, of Kheims, was the first 
to advocate this treatment. The following are the principles ad. 
‘vocated by him : 

1, Stop all food, for this is the probable cause of the disease. 

2. Give pure cold water in unlimited quantities. This acts as a 
tonic to the intestines and increases the volume of blood. 

3. Gradually return to a nutritious diet. Starches and sugar 








26 SouTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 


should be prohibited until patient has recovered. This treatment 
will not interfere with the usual pharmacological remedies. 

Dr. Luton advocates the hypodermic use of morphine, and ni- 
trate of silver internally —Buffalo Med. & Surg. Fournal. 


Potassium Permanganate in Amenorrhcea.—-Dr. Marshall,. 
of San Francisco, after employing this drug in fifty cases of amen- 
orrheea, has arrived at the following conclusions : 

1. The permanganate acts satisfactorily in about 70 per cent of 
the “selected cases.” 

2. It should be administered one or two hours after eating. 

The disagreeable action on the stomach may be relieved by com- 
bining it with the following : 


Oeiababe OF COTW ons. os co nce pac absent I grain. 


Hydrochloride of cocaine ...........0...000% 1-6 grain. 
i eS a a ee 5 grain. 
oo ec ee -...1-60 grain. 


The writer also states that this drug has a marked tonic effect, 
and generally causes mental exhilaration -- Canadian Practitioner 


Antiseptic Treatment of Carbuncle.—This is suggested by: 
the recent discovery that the disease is due to the evolution of a 
microbe. When the lesions are already deep, or if subcuteneous 
abscesses have formed beneath the cite of the carbuncle, surgical 
interference becomes of course necessary in order to attain com- 
plete disinfection; but when the parasite has not vet penetrated 
or invaded the deeper tissues, its further progress may be arrested: 
by timely antiseptic treatment. <A solution of corrosive sublimate, 
I in 1000, may be sprayed into the morbid surface, whilst gentle 
pressure is employed around the carbuncle, to bring to the surface 
any pus that may be there. Afterwards a paste of boric acid 
may be applied over the whole diseased surface, held in situ by 
salicylic cotton and antiseptic band. This treatment is especially 
applicable to carbuncle of the lip, a not uncommon malady; the 
pain and tension rapidly subside and the patient. will convalesce 
in less than two weeks, in an ordinary case—Medical World. 


An Incompatible of Antipyrine.— In the Vew York Medicat 
Fournal, October 24, 1885, Dr. Eccles announces that while mak- 
ing pharmaceutical investigations he had occasion to mix some 
sweet spirits of nitre with a solution of antipyrine. At first’ the 
mixture was clear and colorless, but after some hours of standing 
became green. The optical appearances of this fluid were identi- 
cal with those of the anilines, and, as antipyrine was a coal-tar 
product, he supposed the change was due to the formation of a. 
green aniline, and so it had proved to be. This incompatibility 
was all the more important as both substances were used for anti- 
pyretic purposes, and might be prescribed together. 


An Item.—-Dr. W. C. Maxey, of Marcus, Io., writes us as tol~ 
lows: “ You may say to your readers that when the lines of grad- 
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uation on clinical thermometers, graduated glasses, urinometers, 
etc., become dim and illegible from use and wear, that a little writ- 
ing ink, rubbed over the marked surface, will surprise them at the 
prominence and clearness with which the lines and figures. are 
again brought into view.--Practitioner. 


Ingluvin.—It has been a favorite saying among the more dis- 
tinguished of our profession, that there are a few essential drugs 
without which the practice of medicine would be impossible, and 
that when we have selected these few, the great multitude of ar- 
ticles in our materia medica are comparatively useless. This is a 
very true idea. With calomel, opium, castor oil, quinine, mercury, 
a few such standard drugs, the physician is usually equipped to 
meet all emergencies. Almost weekly some new drug is- brought 
to our notice, but in many instances, after trial, it is found either 
inferior to, or no better than, those which we already have, and 
its use is dispensed with. But it does sometimes happen that we 
are offered an article of such undoubted merit that it is warranted 
in taking rank with the standard articles of our materia medica. 
Such an article is ingluvin. (Ingluvin is a refined substance pre- 
pared from the ventriculosus callosus gallinaceus, the gizzard of 
the domestic fowl, gans domesticus.) It is the essential principle 
of the gizzard, and bears the same relation to poultry that pepsin 
does to the higher animals. 

A favorite prescription of Chinese physicians for chronic indi- 
gestion is to cut up and digest chicken gizzards in hot water until 
they are reduced to a pulp, and then add some spices. <A table- 
spoonful or two of the resulting paste is taken at each meal until 
the patient has entirely recovered. From China the practice 
passed to other parts of Asia, and was adopted here and there 
among the Mediterranean peoples. Strange to say, it was never 
learned by the great nations of Europe until the latter part of the 
present century. 

The diseases in which the use of ingluvin is indicated are indi. 
gestion in its various forms, known as dyspepsia, and for sick 
stomach or nausea caused by debility of that organ. It was ori- 
ginally discovered to be a remedy, indeed a specific, for vomiting 
in pregnancy; in this respect it stands above all other medicinal 
agents. In all that is here set forth the manufacturers claim no 
more than is sustained by medical authority of the highest 
standard. 

In ingluvin, the physician has what might be called a specific 
for a sickness which in many cases has hitherto been uncontrolla- 
ble. 

Ingluvin is a powder of a yellowish-gray color, and may be 
prescribed in the same manner, dose, and combinations as pepsin, 
3 to 10grs. The pulverulent form is considered more desirable, 
and it can be administered either dry or in water, milk, or tea. In 
sickness in gestation, the dose may be increased to 10 or 20 grains. 

The following will make a nice formula in which to prescribe it 
for the vomiting of pregnancy. It was thus used successfully by 
Dr. George F. Meeser, of this city: 
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I cu tha ev aceavekens FLEE EE OOP CEP Orr re 3) 
asl edu p's Sy bo ak) ++ Vande be ewes 3 Ss. 


Sig.—One every three hours. 
Oxalate of cerium may be prescribed with it, t to 3 grains to 
each dose. 


Dr. Shelly recommends the following formule for diarrhea, 
cholera infantum, and marasmus: 


INFANT FORMULA. 


i EN de aeding Aen h pew sai R AHO oHe doe gr. xij, 
eee eT errr Pere ee TT ee eee 0 Qh. m. 


Misce et ft, cht. No. x. 
Sig.—One every four hours. 


R. Aque calcis............ hecheexweeaederaekss «eee 
Spts. lavland comp., , 
Syr. rhei arom., t AA. cee wee bevece eeeeee . wtZ J 
ns bh ccocekhekvutkyen ss eacenes nos ovens &. 


Misce. Sig.—A teaspoonful every two to four hours. 


FOR ADULTS. 


errr ree errs weer fj, 
IR ev i pcneicaw ket eeeceu <a ieenvwes gr. jss. 


Misce et ft. cht. No. xii. 
Sig.—One every four to six hours. 


ee Per ere Teer Tee ere eee f 3 ijss, 
Spts. lavand. comp........ FR ea rye fp 
EE a Se ee ee f 3 vj, 
ee PP, Pree nT Tree Tty® y 


Misce Sig.—Dessertspoonful every two to four hours, or after 
each evacuation. 


The substance ingluvin without any combination has also yielded 
almost constantly satisfactory results. 

Dr. Roberts Bartholow, who probably stands to-day as the 
greatest authority on materia medica in this country, speaking of 
ingluvin says: 

“Ingluvin has the remarkable property of arresting certain 
kinds of vomiting—notably the vomiting of pregnancy. It is a 
stomachic tonic, and relieves indigestion, flatulence and dyspepsia. 

“The author’s experience is confirmatory of the statements 
which have been put forth regarding the exceptional power of this 
agent toarrest the vomiting of pregnancy. Itcan be administered 
in inflammatory conditions of the mucous membrane, as it has no 
irritant effect. Under ordinary circumstances, and when the object 
of its administration is to promote the digestive function, it should 
be administered after meals. When the object is to arrest the 
vomiting of pregnancy, it should be given before meals.” 
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Surgical Myxcedema.—Total ablation of the thyroid gland is 
liable to be followed by a remarkable constitutional affection called 
surgical or operative myxcedema, in contradistinction to the dis- 
ease of the same nature which occurs spontaneously. The sur- 
geons in certain of the Swiss cantons in which bronchocele is en- 
demic have had a large experience with this remarkable condition, 
and some months ago we referred to the conclusions of Kocher as 
well as to the artificial production of the disease in monkeys by 
Horsley. 

At the recent Surgical congress at Paris, Reverdin, of Geneva, 
presented a paper on the identity of the operative and spontaneous 
myxeedema. The earliest and most important of the symptoms of 
operative myxedema is swelling of the face, hands, and neck ; not 
the puffy cedema of dropsy, but a firmer, more solid exudation. 
The tactile sensation is slow, the special senses are dulled, and there 
are often unpleasant subjective sensations, particularly that of cold. 
The skin becomes dry and scaly, and the hair often falls ; speech 
becomes slow, and there is loss of memorv. With these, there are 
no visceral symptoms, though occasionally the urine is albumin- 
ous. In children from whom the gland has been removed, a con- 
dition of cretinism may be induced and there may be such an ar- 
rest of the physical and mental development that the child becomes 
an idiot. Bourneville and Bricon have observed myxcedema in 
idiotic children, and have determined the absence of the thyroid 
gland in these cases. 

It is well to know that this condition does not invariably follow 
removal of the gland. Thus, of Kocher’s thirty cases twenty-four 
became myxeedematous ; of Reverdin’s eleven, only five. On the 
other hand, Billroth, in a large number of operations, has not had 
a case, and Bottini has been equally fortunate. It would certainly 
seem as if, in Switzerland, where goitre is endemic in certain re- 
gions, there are other conditions which render the patients more 
liable to this unfortunate event. The extirpation need not be total; 
Reverdin has seen a mild grade of the disease follow removal of 
only one lobe. There are many different grades of the affection 
and the milder forms are capakle of amelioration and, occasionally, 
ot cure.—Medical News. 


For Gleet and Ct.ronic Gonorrhcea.—Dr. O. D. Ball (in A/- 
bany Medical Annals) recommends warmly the following : 


Zinc oxide 3 drachms, 
3 drachms, 


Simple cerate 2 drachm. 


The method of using this ointment, which will adhere nicely to 
the bougie and yet be soft enough to apply itself to the urethral 
membrane, is to fill the constricted portion of the bougie out evenly 
and as smoothly as possible with the full calibre of the instrument, 
which may be lubricated with vaseline if the parts are sensitive 
The bougie should he carried at once to the prostatic portion of 
the urethra as rapidly as possible, and then, after rotating it in both 
directions, it should be slightly withdrawn and then pushed back 





30 SouTHERN MEDICAL REcorp. 


again, treating the remaining portion of the urethra in the same 
way. The patient should always empty his bladder previous to 
the application, and should be instructed to refrain from doing so 
again as long as possible. The application should be made at least 
twice a day. 


A New Hemostatic.— Dr. Spaak, in the Yournal de Brux- 
elles, describes a hemostatic which he accidentally discovered, and 
which he has used for some months. It consists of two parts of 
chloroform and a hundred parts water, and presents the following 
advantages: 

1. It acts with remarkable promptness. 

2. It has not the least unpleasant taste. 

3. It has no escharotic action. 

4. It is always to be had, and costs almost nothing. 

5. It has no unpleasantness in its action, and does not disturb 
the operation. 

in all operations in the cavity of the mouth and neck, a simple 
washing out with this remedy is sufficient to stop the hemorrhage 
from the larger vessels in an instant. 

The author does not state the reason of this action; he simply 
relates the fact.— Wash. Four. of Med. and Surg. 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum.—J.E. Weeks, M. D., gives in the 
Medical Record of July 24, 1856, the treatment of this disease as 
followed at the New York Ophthalmic and Aural Institute: 

The conjunctival sacs are cleansed thoroughly every half hour, 
or more often if the discharge is profuse; constant applications of 
cold to the lids by the use of small pieces of linen, which are 
placed on a cake of ice near the patient, and are changed to the 
eyes every half minute, or as soon as the piece on the lid becomes 
warm another piece is substituted. The conjunctive are brushed 
with a one or two per cent. solution of nitrate of silver morning 
and night, commencing when the discharge becomes profuse. If 
corneal complications arise, one or two drops of a one-halt per 
cent. solution of atropine are instilled twice or three times a day. 
—American Lancet. 


Gelosin is a mucilaginous substance extracted from Gelidium 
corneum (Lamouroux), an alga of Japan, and is found in commerce 
as dry, whitish fragments, extremely flexible. Gelosin forms an 
excellent vehicle for the administration of soluble medicaments or 
for making suppositories, cataplasms, bougies, etc. M. Guerin 
has presented to the Societe de Therapeutique, of Paris, some 
specimens of gelosin medicate! with camphor, creasote, sulphate 
of zinc, turpeth mineral, cocaine, extract of belladonna, iodoform, 
corrosive sublimate, carbolic acid, coal tar, etc. T’o manipulate this 
substance all that is required is to add an equal weight of warm 
water to dissolve it, and then to incorporate with it the medica- 
ment. Conveniently sterilized gelosin might be advantageously 
employed in bacteriological researches.— Your. de Phar. et. de 
Chimie. 
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Substitute for Fehling’s Solution.— Professor Holland gives 
the following as a test for sugar ; it is very efficient, easily prepar- 
ed, and is not spoiled by keeping : 


Cupric sulphate. ... ; 
Glycerine 


To make the test, add 5 drops of this solution to 1 drachm of li- 
quor potasse in a test tube. Boil a few minutes to test the purity 
of the fluid. Should it remain clear, then add a few drops of urine. 
If glucose be present in quantity there is at once thrown down a 
red precipitate, just as in the ordinary Fehling test. To detect mi- 
nute amounts of sugar, not shown by the above procedure, after 
making the test as above, add $a drachm of urine; boil and set 
aside. If the sugar be present even in very minute quantities, the 
liquid, as it cools, will turn of an olive-green color and become 
turbid.— Canadian Practitioner. 


Lister’s Latest Antiseptic Dressing.— Lister’s latest anti- 
septic dressing is known as salalembroth. He uses it exclusively 
in his wards, with fine results. It is a double mercurial salt, made 
by the sublimation of a mixture of perchloride of mercury and 
chloride of ammonium. It is very soluble, and has not been used 
in medicine since the time of the alchemists. All dressings — 
gauze, cotton, wool, bandages, lint, bedding, patient's undercloth- 
ing, etc.— are soaked in a 1 to 100 solution, and dried. He colors 
these dressings with analine blue, 1 to 10,000, so that when an 
alkaline discharge comes in contact with the dressings, the blue is 
removed and turns reddish, enabling him to see where the dis- 
charge has been and its quantity, however small or large, moist or 
dried.—Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


Hemirheumatism — Ata recent meeting of the Academy of 
Medicine of Paris, there was presented, for Dr. Cazalis, a note on 
the hemilateral predominance of the manifestations of chronic 
rheumatism. According to the author, a tendency to unilateral 
rheumatism is noted in two-thirds of such cases, the right side 
being most frequently affected. When pulmonary congestion, or 
bronchitis of arthritic nature appear in these patients, they are 
most often located on the side on which the rheumatism predom- 
inates. On this side also are most frequently found deviations and 
deformity of the great toe. If hemicrania be added to the various 
modalities of arthritism, there will be found still greater ground 
for admitting that the central system exerts a great influence in 
the localization of chronic manifestations.— Medical News. 


Ingrowing Toe-nail.— For ingrowing toe-nail, M. Lucas- 
Championniere recommends washing the toe with a 5-per cent. 
solution of carbolic acid. Local anesthesia is produced, the nail is 
removed by avulsion, and the rim ot the bed of the nail is excised. 
Carbolic acid is agaim used, and a salicylic acid cotton-wool dres- 
sing impregnated with vaseline, containing a fifth of boric acid, is 
applied ; it is then powdered over with iodoform, and enveloped 











32 SOUTHERN MEpDICAL RECorD. 


in salicylic cotton- wool, which is again enveloped in ordinary cot- 
ton-wool, and finally bandaged. After an interval of three weeks 
there is cicatrization, and the dressing is removed.—MMedical and 
Surgical Reporter. 


Calomel in Diphtheria.— Dr. W. H. Daly thus summarizes 
his treatment of diphtheria: 
1. Give calomel in its purity. 
. Give it in large doses. 
. Give it frequently. 
Give it until you have the free and characteristic catharsis. 
. Give light, nutritious diet. 
. Give little or no other medicine —M. 1% Med. Fournal. 


Own Ww dv 


Hepatic Colic.—Prof. Bartholow had at his clinic a patient 
with hepatic colic, who was not jaundiced. The stone may be of 
such a size that suffering is produced by its passage through the 
eystic duct, while it passes without pain through the common 
duct, and without obstruction; therefore jaundice is not produced. 
To keep the bile alkaline and so prevent the further formation of 
gall stones, give persistently sodium phosphate or cholate.—Amer- 
ican Medical Digest. 


Dr. Neff. at a recent clinic, formulated the tollowing compara- 
tively simple treatment tor acute pleurisy. Strap the affected side 
of the.chest firmly with adhesive strips, having previously used 
dry cups over the part; thus you procure rest. Give pulvis ipecac. 
et opii, in gr. iv doses, every four hours, for quiet and sleep; if 
more opiate be required, use morphine hypodermically.—J/éid. 


Treatment of uncontrollable vomiting of pregnant women. 
Dujardin-Beaumetz gives the following: BR. Cocaine hydro- 
chloratis, 0.50; aque destillate, 300 (84 to to ounces of water). 
Dose, two tablespoonfuls every hour. The patient should lie down: 
to prevent vertigo.— Your. de Phar. et. de Chimie. 


. An etheral solution of tannin, of syrupy consistence, is said 
to be the best application to burns. It immediately soothes the 
intense pain, dries rapidly and forms a pliable, non-elastic coating 
which is preferable to collodion, because it does not shrink and 
become stiff.—Zx. 


Albuminuria —Dr. Broadbent says: “In the numerous cases 
of albuminuria in the London Fever Hospital, towards the decline 
of the affection, when only small quantities of albumen remain, 
mercury in limited doses usually leads to the entire disappearance 
of the albumen.” 


Barbasco—A New Mexican Drug.— The Pharmaceutical 
Record, November, 1886, reports the importation from Mexico of 
specimens of this new drug, which has been found useful in re~- 
moving hair in skin diseases. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 


Rare Metals.—The necessity for minute accuracy in chemical 
analysis has just been illustrated in an important discovery by Dr. 
Strohecker, of Frankfort. Somewhat extensive diluvial deposits 
of brick clay exist at Hainstadt, near Seeligenstadt. The bricks 
made from this clay vary considerably in color, according to the 
temperature at which they are burnt, but the cause of the varia- 
tion has never before been suspected. It now appears that the 
layers of this clay are singularly rich in several metals hitherto 
very scarce, particularly cerium, glucinum, lanthanum, didymium 
and yttrium. The first two of these metals are present in such 
quantities that a more abundant supply may be expected. Ceria, 
in the form of hydrate, constituted 9.4 and 13.4 per cent. of the 
clay in two layers analyzed, and the color of the bricks seem to be 
mainly determined by its presence, for the quantity of iron present 
was very small. The discovery is therefore of immediate value, 
and wil doubtless lead to further researches on the elements, 
which may prove to have much more importance in the economy 
of nature than has been supposed. It is evident that we must not 
neglect these little known elements, for, apart from their scientific 
interest, we cannot tell what undiscovered uses may lie in them. 
We do not know, indeed, whether they are really as scarce as has 
been supposed.— Scientific American. 





Aerial Navigation.— The power of flying, being denied to 
man, has always been one of the objects most desired by him, 
though hitherto he has not succeeded in attaining it. If there 
were any large birds feeding on grains and possessing strong fly- 
ing powers, they would no doubt have been domesticated long 
since, and made subservient to man’s use, like horses and other 
animals. But, unfortunately, all large birds possessing strong wing 
power are carniverous and untamable, so we shall have to rest 
content with terrestrial locomotion till we have succeeded in solv- 
ing the mechanical problem of propelling and steering balloons. 
We are still a long distance from this result, and it is at least very 
doubtful whether it will ever be attained.—Jézd. 


Another Electric Motor.— A Third Avenue elevated car, 
brilliantly lighted with Edison incandescent lamps, recently made 
trips on the Thirty-fourth street branch of the elevated railroad in 
this city. The car was filled with a crowd of interested electric- 
ians, for the Sprague electric motor was on trial. Notwithstand- 
ing the unfavorable condition of rain and a rusty track, the test 
was a successful one, and the fact that the car was both lighted, 
heated and propelled by electricity, and that the station platforms 
were similarly illuminated, seems to show that comfort and rapid 
transit are both to be increased by the use of electricity. 

The Sprague motor is carried on the truck of the regular car, 
ae" wan from all other systems in the fact that all its parts and 
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movements are controllable by electricity. On this trial the speed 
of the car was made to vary from twenty-three miles an hour to a 
bare crawl. It stopped, switched and reversed satisfactorily. No 
brake was used, the car being stopped by electricity. Stopping 
turns the motor into a generator, thereby saving much of the loss 
of electricity which happens in other systems. The electricity 
was supplied by two wires from a house half a mile away. Three 
tracks were employed, one wire being attached to the two outside 
tracks and the other to the middle track. The potential used was 
600 volts. Mr. F. J. Sprague is the inventor of the new motor. 
His machine weighs only a ton, while the steam locomotives now 
in use weigh twenty tons. The motor is attached to each car, thus 
distributing the weight.—/ézd. 


Late Discoveries.—The medical journals for the last ten years 
have given accounts of wonderful discoveries in surgical science 
and of their application in practice —the filling up of large, deep 
wounds with sponge, and the organization and assimilation of the 
latter; skin grafting, bone grafting, and the successful adjustment 
and regrowth of fingers. Recently two other wonderful discov- 
eries have been reported. One is the organization of rubber 
within the animal tissues; the other, the organizing of blood-clots, 
their formation into new tissue, and the application of them to the 
surer and better healing of surgical wounds. 

As to the first, it appears that Prof. Vanlair, of France, had, in 
a certain case, inserted a drainage tube, of ordinary gray vulcan- 
ized rubber, one and one-fourth inches in length and one-fifth in 
diameter, and that this, at the end of seven months, seemed to 
have undergone partial absorption. 

But on examining it with a microscope, it was found that the 
substance of the rubber had become truly organized; that the 
lower end of the tube had become fully assimilated to the sur- 
rounding tissue, and had wholly lost its original form; that the 
part of the tube next above this had lost its original shapeless ap- 
pearance and had acquired a complex structure, showing fine con- 
necting tissue fibres, with cells of various forms between them, 
and very numerous capillary blood vessels. 

The, other discovery was by Schede, a German expert. The 
Boston Med. and Surg. Fournal says: “His reported results are 
almost marvelops; the blood fills the wound-cavity completely, 
clots and is gradually replaced by permanent tissue formation. By 
this method resection (amputation) of large joints has healed by 
primary union, and large portions of the articular ends of bone 
have been removed without impairment of their articular function. 
Two hundred and forty-one operations are recorded by Schede, 
nearly all of which have healed under one dressing by primary 
union. 

These operations included the amputation of forty large joints, 
with thirty-seven recovering, with no change of dressing and no 
leakage. The wound having been duly prepared, the blood is let 
in and left to organize, the whole being covered with protective 
silk and other dressing —Zx. ' gis 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULE. 
Superior Carminative — 
R. Tinc. cardaman 4 ounces. 
Syrup ginger .... 14 ounces. 
inc. capsicum : 
Tine. nux. vomica 1 drachm. 
Ess. peppermint 
Bi-carb. soda 1 drachm. 


M. Dose one teaspoonful as a stomachic — usetul in flatulent 
dyspepsia and other forms of indigestion —R.C. Worp. 


A Good Styptic — 
R. Collodion 100 parts. 


parts. 
parts. 
Shake the bottle well to insure the complete solution of all the 
drugs. This is an excellent protection to abraded parts and to 
coming boils —#c. Med. Fournal. 


R. Boric acid 
Biborate of soda 
Glycerine 
M. Ten totwenty drops, or even teaspoonful, at a dose consti- 
tute a valuable remedy in cystitis. Add the whole to a pint of 
water and you have the best antiseptic any reasonable man should 
have use for as external application in wounds, etc.—/did. 


Colic in Children.—Condie (Cleveland Medical Gazette) 
recommends the following to prevent the return of colic in chil- 
dren : 

~R. Ext. hyoscyam 
Magnes. calcin grs. xxiv. 
Pulv. ipecac 

M. Ft. pulv. xii, et sig— One every three hours.— Medical 

Summary. 


An Application for Pruritus Vulve — 


R. Glycerite of starch 30 parts. 
Zinc oxide 6 parts. 
Potassium bromide 10 parts. 

Ext. Indian hemp 2 parts. 

Precede the application bya hot hip bath—. 1. Med. Fournal. 


Hypodermic Solution of Quinine.— Where it is necessary to 
administer quinine subcutaneously, the following formula is recom- 
mended by Dr. S. Burt as being as little irritating as possible : 
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Sig.— For hypodermic use. One drachm contains seven and a 
half grains of quinine.— Med. Reporter. 


Cutaneous Anodyne.— Dr. R. G. Gough, in the Virginia 
Medical Monthly, recommends the following prescription as one 
of the best he has ever found as a lotion for itching cutaneous sur- 
faces, whether the skin is broken or not: 


i I hadi inia 6 a uwine 55 t+ ae; ca wate apace 3}. 
IE he isk ein ie haa kd we 84.9.0 > d nip enw gtt. xv. 
PTE TY Peet Tie eer eer rer ere Bi. 


Sig.— App'y as lotion with camel’s hair brush, or by dropping 
from bottle on the itching surfaces. 


Treatment of Acute and Chronic Nasal Catarrh.— Dr. H. 
Marks, of St. Louis, writes us as follows ( Therapeutic Gazette): 

“T have a very good prescription for asnuft for acute or chronic 
catarrh, also traumatic rhinitis and acute coryza, especially when 
accompanied with pain of the nasal nerve. This formula effects 
a cure in twelve hours. It can be used as a snuft by the patient 
himself or in a powder- blower. 


ee IN 565.55 6055 si be cen peesee nda gr. X. 
NDS 6 ua eng dss ae vag eaees vhan ee gr. ili. 
iA Tk Ub dV awd aid we heads bese xe 3 i. 
a re Zi. M. 


Ft. triturate (snuff). 
Sig.— Use every two or three hours. When relieved use two 


or three times a day. 


Another formula which I have found of service, is a modifica- 
tion of that recommended by Beverly Robinson, which is as fol- 


lows: 


ee eS Ss se ow d's se doled 4 04h gr. Xx. 
Es ic Scene ese bende apse tne gr. iv. 
RL AEME Fores anea sss ON Geis eagiv ee coms gtt. i 
Pulv. gum acacia, ad q.8..........sseeeeees 5 ss. M. 


Ft. triturate (snuff). 
Sig.— Use with the powder-blower for anterior and posterior 


nares. 


Chionanthus Virginica in Jaundice.— Henning employs the 
drug, associated with podophyllin or leptandrin, as follows: 


eT a a en fZ i. 
PRINTED 5 Svcs soe ses ccaneecesccsstess fz i. 
Se SID 5 x 9 hn 4 oad 30> 0 bin cis need f5 ss. 
ark eRe a oN yan os od eek keep y > 400A fZiv. M. 


S.—One teaspoonful every three or four hours. 
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EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


EDITORIAL BREVITIES. 


THE REcorp will hereafter be punctually mailed to its patrons on the first 
day of each mont", unless Providentially prevented. The present number, and 
all numbers of the present volume, will contain four additional pages of reading 
matter. Our pages are large and compact, and the matter of ur journal will be 
found condensed, varied and practical. (G8 Those of our friends who are in 
arrears will please remit promptly, and all are requested to renew their sub- 
scriptions. We trust that all will do so at once, and that more of them will 
avail themselves of our liberal offer to accept $3 for two copies on renewal. 
Every one can, by a little effort, induce a medical friend to take the Recorp 
and thus secure reduced rates for the next year, 





THE BANDAGE AFTER DELIVERY.—It appears that considerable discussion 
Is going on as to the use of the obstetric binder after delivery. The weight of 
the argument, we think, is in favor of the binder, to be worn some weeks after 
child-birth, to maintain the integrity of the abdominal muscles and to prevent 
the pendulous belly so often observed in the child-bearing woman. 


THE Iyy StrReEET HosPITAL is nearing completion. When finished, it will 
be a great boon to the poor of Atlanta—a most suitable adjunct to the Southera 
Medical College—a monument to the benevolence of the noble Woinen of the 
Gate City and to the sagacity and indomitable energy of Dr. T. S. Powell, the 
Superintendent. Ww. 


THe SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE is in a most flourishing condition. 
Each session opens up with increasing popularity. The Class of 1886-’7 
is the largest that has ever attended this Institution. New Chairs have been 
founded ; new appliances have been introduced ; greater clinical facilities have 
been developed ; the Hospital has been greatly enlarged. The College is des- 
tined to soon become the strongest center of Medical Education in the South. 
It has students from all parts of the Union. North, South, East and West are 
well represented. 


DeatuH.oF Dr. KINNEBREW—Dr. Henry Kinnebrew, of Clarke County, Ga., 
recently dropped dead in his buggy while talking toa friend. ‘The sad event 
occurred about three miles below Athens. Dr, Kinnebrew practiced his pro- 
fession in~Clarke and Oglethorpe counties, and was in the sixty-third year of 
his age. 


SURGICAL AND GYNECOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION.—An association of the 
above character was, we learn, organized in Alabama on the 15thultimo. We 
have not yet been furnished with the officers elect, etc., of the new association, 
the starting of which, in Alabama, is indicative of medical progress in that State. 
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WE are informed that Drs, Taliaferro & Noble have just removed their In- 
firmary to St. Joseph Hospital. 







ATLANTA is emphatically the Paradise of City Ward Physicians. Some of 
them manage to keep body, soul and horse together on a salary amounting to 
less than a dollar a day ! 







a 






GYNECOLOGICAL SPARRING.—There has been, of late, some unpleasant spar- 
ring between the two well-known gynecologists, Dr. Robert Battey and Mr. 
Lawson Tait. So far, the discussion has been carried on through the medical 
"press, Oi both ‘Sides of the Atlantic. We hope that, at the International Cong- 
ress, we will find the two gentlemen ¢ete a tete. 







Dr. K, C. Divine went to Florida on a prospective tour. No sooner did 
he disembark in the Land of Flowers and Oranges than he returned, satisfied ( 
that Atlanta was the place after all. He should have divined that before he ; 
went. 







My Eves! A journalistic cotemporary has indiscreetly published that there 
i} - ig an‘ o¢ilist in Atlanta who collects $2,000 monthly! Great Scott! The 
if amount of eye doctors that this startling revelation is going to bring to the Gate 
City we anticipate to be simply fabulous. 












' Orficers ELecT oF ATLANTA MEDICAL SocieTy.—At the annual meet- 
ti "Siig of the Atlanta Society of Medicine, held on Tuesday evening, December 21, 
1 ‘* the following officers were elected for thé year 1887 : President, Dr. Virgil O. 
—— Hardon ; Vice-president, Dr. Henry Wile ; Recording Secretary, Dr. H. W. 
1 McRae; Corresponding Secretary, Dr. W. S. Elkin ; Treasurer, Dr. Hunter 
i P.'Cooper ; Reporters, Dr. James A. Gray, Dr. W. F. Westmoreland, jr. and 
~ Dr. H. F. Scott. 


MgDIcaL ASSOCIATION OF GEoraia. —It is well to remind those who are 


. appointed to prepare papers for the Medical Association of Georgia that the 
E77" 
meeting takes place on the third Wednesday in April next, in Atlanta, 
















tH Su! PERIOR CARMINATIVE. —Under the head of a Practical Notes and Form- 
‘| : ule,” it in the present issue, ‘will be found a prescription with the above captien, q 
“Which is worth to every subscriber more than the yearly subscription Price 
"of the Recor ; and, as sore return for so ‘valuable a Suggestion, we ask every 

reader who has a special hobby of his own, which, in practice, he has found to 
, be es ecially ‘useful, to send it to us, that we may give it a place in our journal. 

*’Piease don’t forget this request. 












SURGEON-GENERAL OF THE U. S.—Lieutenant- Colonel John Moore, who 
“has been Acting Medical Purveyor at’ San Francisco, has received from Presi- 
“dent Cleveland the appoiggment of Surgeon- ‘General of the United States, 
“Surgeon-General Moore is a native of Indiana, and has been in the service since 


1853. 


Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co.—We are pleased to acknowledge a beautiful 
jf card, with the compliments of the Season, from. that excellent and reliable bus- 
4h ; iness house of Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, Mich, Their advertisement, on the 
“outside cover of this journal, will always be found to contain something inter- 


“esting and useful. 
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Wo..R. WARNER & Co.— We thankfully acknowledge the receipt of a beau-_ 
tiful card extending the greetings « of the season from another one of our esteemed 
patrons, Wm, R. Warner & Co., ‘of Philadelphia, This excellent, and reliable, 
business house keeps constantly i in the RECORD a very interesting advertisement 
which will well repay perusal. 


Dr. BANKs PLEDGER has removed from Atlanta to Acworth, Ga, Dr, P 
is a graduate of the Southern Medical College, and took the first honor i in Ob- 
stetrics and Diseases of Women and Children at his final examination. He is 
a gentleman of good moral character and worthy of the coufidence of the peo- 
ple in his new field of labor. 


Dr. EDWARDS, until recer.tly a practitioner of this city, has removed to 
Birmingham, Ala. He is a young man of fine attainments, and of several years’ 
successful experience in his profession. We take pleasure in saying that he is 
a good physician, and we fom not will sustain himself with credit in the city 
of Birmingham. 


New ADVERTISEMENTS.—Attention is invited to the following new adver- 
tisements in this issue : 

Oleochyle, from the house of George W. Laird & Co. 

Bellvue Hospital Chemical College. 

Provident Medical Works, St. I_ouis. 

Vin. Mariana Coca, New York. 

George R. Hopkins & Co., St. Louis. 

R. L. Palmer, Atlanta, Ga. 


THE COLUMBIA BicyCLE CALENDAR FoR 1887.—The Columbia Bicycle 
Calender for 1887, just issued by the Pope Manufacturing Company, of Boston, 
is a truly artistic and elegant work in chromo- lithography and the letter- press. 
Each day of the year appears upon a separate slip, with a quotation pertaining 
to ’cycling from leading publications and prominent personages. The notable 
cycling events are given ; and concise opinions of the highest medical authori- 
ties ; words from practical wheelmen, including clergymen and other profes: 
sional gentlemen ; the rights of ’cyclers upon the roads ; general wheeling sta- 
tistics ; the benefit of tricycling for ladies ; extracts foes "cycling poems, and 
much other information interesting alike to the ’cycler and to the general reader, , 
In fact, it is in minature a virtual encyclopedia upon this universally utilized | 
modern steed, 


OUR CITY PHYSICIANS. 


The City Physicians of the city of Atlanta are, perhaps, the poorest paid of 
any city on the Continent. The services they render are, of course, among the 
lowest class of society, and are often most trying and laborious. Few things 
are more trying and more demoralizing than unremunerative labor, The re- 
ports which have been presented to the Council by the several Ward Physicians 
for the past year would, perhaps, if published, astofiish the profession and place 
the city of Atlanta in no very enviable attitude as to the appreciation shown to 
their medical servants, We make brief allusion to one of these reports, kindly. Os 
shown us by Dr. E. van Goidtsnoven, of the Second Ward. From this, | it ap: 
pears that the Doctor has treated, in his ward, during the year, whites, 304 5 ts 
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colored, 166—making a total of 470. The number of visits made to the whites 
was 1,563, and of visits to the colored, 398—total, 1,961! Of these, there oc- 
curred one death among the whites and four among the colored. In the work 
here performed by the Doctor he was required to furnish the drugs used, which 
aggregated $70.50 ; and the compensation received amounted to only twenty- 
two cents a visit ! 

We note, with some surprise, that the diseases most prevalent in the city are 
the following, and in the order mentioned : 

1. Nervous diseases. _ 

2. Miasmatic diseases. 

3. Digestive diseases. 

4. Diathetic diseases. 

5- Developmental diseases. 

It is proper to state that, according to the Nosological table used, there were 
included under the Miasmatic head, croup, diarrhoea, dysentery, cholera infan- 
tum, measles, whooping-cough, mumps, diphtheria, etc. ; the remittent, inter- 
mittent and typhoid fevers constituting only a share of those treated under this 
head.’ The small number of deaths which occurred speaks well for the skill and 
faithfulness of this poorly paid professional employee of a great city. 





LAWS AGAINST QUACKERY. 

Upon this subject Dr. Becton, of the Texas Medical Association, in his an-- 
nual address before that body, remarked that “ the educated physician needs no 
protection except such as the law gives every good citizen. Quacks cannot be 
suppressed by legal enactments. They find place and favor in all professions 
and avocations, and ate simply the outgrowth of human corruption, and doubt- 
less will be found in all human institutions this side of the millenium. Vile 
importers and pretenders are found in the pulpit, at the bar, in politics—every- 
where ; and every effort to rid our profession of them and to elevate the stand- 
ard of honorable medicine by legislative enactments will prove abortive.” He / 
remarked turther upon the fact that the people, who need protection, do not 
desire it, and do not ask for it; and he might have added that the people have 
uniformly opposed the demands of the profession in this direction. The masses ' 
are with the Quacks, and there appears to be an antagenism to this kind of leg- 
islation in our constitutional system, and in the customs, instincts and histori- 
cal traditions of the people, which nought but Time and enligt tened civilization 
can eradicate, ; 

While we differ with Dr. Becton, in part, we are constrained to admit that 
there are grave difficulties in securing to legitimate medicine that protection 
that seems to be demanded. The protection required is not so much to the pro- 
fession as to the people, who, in their ignorance of medicine, are made the dupes 
of mountebanks of every kind. The profession should not so much seek pro- 
tection for themselves as for the people. The honorable physician must rise 
superior to all selfish aims and purposes in the matter of seeking legislation 
against Quackery. The Regular profession would be in much better condition 
to accomplish good in this direction if they could but purge their yanks of the 
many impostors who, while proclaiming so often and loud!y for the Ethics, are 
7 secretly availing themselves of all the tricks and methods of the worst forms of — 
i} Empiricism. 

In the Georgia Medical Association it is contemplated, at its next meeting, 
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to discuss the propriety of adopting, in Georgia, the Alabama method of organ- 
‘izing the profession. In this plan, the Legislature of the State is expected to unite 
with the Association in pretecting the people against incompetent medical men, 
and in certain regulatious relating to Health Boards, etc. We are told the law 
has worked well in Alabama, and yet there is an amount of machinery and de- 
tail about it that we fear would be very difficult to carry out. We have not 
yet studied its details with suffieient care, and are scarcely prepared now to 
speak advisedly upon this important subject. 

We learn that the Alabama law is now-meeting with great opposition 
in that State by the Eclectics, who have organized against it, and are me- 
morializing the Legislature against it, as bearing unequally and as viola- 
tive of constitutional rights, etc. In the opposition they find, as usual in 
all such cases, numerous allies in the legal profession and among the people at 
large, and many Buncombe legislators are ready to inveigh against what they 
call a partial and unjust law. So it has ever been, and so it will probably be 
in Georgia should we, after a long struggle, succeed in securing the required 
legislation to carry out fully the Alabama method. 


PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY. 


The object of our journal is to maintain and encourage the honor, the dignity 
‘the rights, and the interest of the Profession, and to give its members the cream 
of medical and scientific discoveries in a brief and concise manner, so that they 
may be utilized in every-day practice. We have conducted the REcorRD suc- 
-cessfully for sixteen years, and have had a harmonious career with the masses 
of the profession, who have ever been with us, and, with very few exceptions, 
we have been in full accord with our cotemporaries in journalism, We have 
never differed with any of them, only when we thought that justice to our mu- 
tual calling required it to be done, and hoped that good would be accomplished. 

In antagonizing wrong, we have incurred the displeasure, and even the en- 
mity, of some who either neglected, or did not know how, to properly estimate 
the importance and worth of true character, and by authority used by self-con- 
stituted leaders stigmatized us as malcontents ; but we have the satisfaction of 
knowing that we have never, knowingly, violated principle or been untrue to its 
precepts. We oppose error rather than men, and endeavor to do so with fra- 
ternal feelings, and in a manner that will convince the perpetrators of wrong, 
and also show where it will bring injury to them and to others. 

True friendship never lays “ flattering unction” to a man’s soul when he is 
known to be in error, or seeks to ingratiate itself by pandering to error. The 
man who is your true friend will come to you with manliness, kindness, and sin- 
-cerity, and frankly tell you of any wrong you are committing or cherishing, and 
warn you of the inevitable results, as surely as he will snatch you from a preci- 
pice over which you are about to step, blindfolded, If you are capable of ap- 
preciating this act of real friendship, instead of taking offence, you will receive 
it in a grateful manner. Reasun will tell you your friend is right, and you will 
-confess your error and forthwith endeavor to repair any injury it may have 
done. This spirit of truth and sincerity in friendship is necessary, not only to 
insure the dignity, harmony and good feeling in all professions and organiza- 
tions, but is really indispensable to the maintenance of human brotherhood and 
the > alae of an enlightened and Christain civilization. 
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There are men in every State and community who, in their motives and act- 
ions, are so largely governed by a spirit of selfishness that they are ready to op~ 
pose every man whose deeds are well known to be prompted by established 
principles of right and impartial justice. Instead of laying themselves open to 
reasonable conviction, and acknowledge their error, they adopt questionable 
schemes and plans to set themselves right before the public and their followers. 
They endeavor to carry their point by proving that right is wrong, and wrong 
is right, and thus do injury to the good cause they assail, lose their self-respect, 
and bring shame to themselves and all who have been tricked or led into their 
methods and measures. It is asad commentary upon human nature that, some- 
times, through selfishness or unreasonable jealousy, professed friends will con- 
demn good men more for doing right than they would for doing wrong ; thus 
verifying the words of Dr. Channing, where he says that “no human being, 
man or woman, can act up to a sublime standard without giving offense.” 


The world has always had its martyrs to Truth and the Right, and these he- 
roic spirits will be found so long as darkness is opposed to light, and evil to 
good. In this age, Truth, instead of maintaining a quiesant defence, is com- 
pelled to become more and more aggressive, and the man who remains silent 
and covers up an error that opposes a good work or does injustice toa worthy 
individual, is considered accessory to the motive and the deed, and virtually be- 
comes an endorser of the wrong which is contemplated or has been committed, 


An old lady, in Hancock County, Ga., once said that “ human nature was a 
grand rascal.” The evil that is inherent in all hearts is continually trying to 
lower the standard of humanity, and even drag it into the mire. To oppose 
this tendency in ourselves, and in our fellows, and to inculcate truth and integ- 
rity of character is the duty of every good man—especially of every instructor 
of the young, who should be taught to abhor wrong of every kind, and at any 
cost to stand squarely by the right. These principles, sublime in their charac- 
ter, and great and important in their action, should be taught not only in our 
homes and churches but in our medical colleges and all institutions of learning. 


Of all professions, that of Medicine should have its escutcheon stainless. In 
its principles, its methods and measures, and in every medical organization the 
profession should keep its honor intact, and at all tines present to its followers. 
and the public a fearless and immovable attitude in defence of Truth and Right. 
The ethics is plain in all its requirements, and gives to every member of the 
profession equal rights in every State. It gives emphatic rules in regard to pro- 
fessional honor, courtesy and fraternity alike to its members in every State and 
community. It allows no member in any locality to be tacitly or openly ex- 
empted from the imperative obligations of the professional code. Neither should 
any member or Society be allowed more privileges under the rules than another, 
nor should one be exalted to positions of honor and trust who has not honored 
himself and the fraternity by his life, in word and in deed. 


Amid the corruption of political and municipal methods, the public has be- 
come accustomed, if not resigned, to seeing the office honor the man rather than 
the man the office ; but in the profession of Medicine—Divine in its origin and 
Christ-like in its functions—the man should honor the position that he has been 
appointed to fill. This no unprincipled, selfish triekster can do, whether in po- 
litical circles or in the pale of the Medical profession, P, 
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

The Pedigree of Disease ; being six Lectures on Temperament, Idiosyncracy, 
and Diathesis, delivered in the theatre of the Royal College of Surgeons, in 
the session of 1881, by Jonathan Hutchinson, F.R. S., late Professor of Sur- 
gery and Pathology in the College; President of the Ophthalmological So- 
ciety, etc. New York: Wiliam Wood & Co. 188s. 

These Lectures are well worthy of perusal, containing matter of interest on 
subjects not well understood and especially interesting to the progressive and 


scientific physician. 


Ypilepsy and other Chronic Convulsive Diseases ; their Causes, Symptoms, 
and Treatment. By W. R. Gowers, M. D., F.R C. P., Assistant Professor 
of Clinical Medicine in University College ; Senior Assistant Physician to 
University College Hospital ; Physician to the National Hospital for the Par- 
alyzed and Epileptic. New York: William Wood & Co. 188s. 

The above is an ably written work of 255 octavo pages, in which is considered 
in detail the etiology, symptoms, etc., ‘of epileptic diseases ; the epilepsy after 
hemeplegia ; hysteric epilepsy ; hysteroid attacks ; certain morbid associations 
of epilepsy ; course of epilepsy ; pathology, diagnosis, prognosis, treatment, etc. 
We note, among the more interesting items referred to in this work, that of bo- 
rax as an efficient agent in the treatment of epilepsy, also nitro-glycerin, and 
the mistletoe. The work contains many new and valuable suggestions, and will 
prove of great practical value to the practitioner. 


A Plea for the Cure of Rupture ; or the Pathology of the Subcutaneous Op- 
eration by Injection tor the Cure of Hernia, By Joseph H. Warren, A. M., 
M.D., Member of the British Medical Association ; Member of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association ; Honorary Member of the Vermont State Medical 
Society ; Member of the Massachusetts Medical Society ; formerly Surgeon 
in the U. S. Army, etc. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 1884. 104 pp., 
large, beautiful type, neatly bound and illustrated. 

In addition to the author’s method of subcutaneous operation, etc , we have 


in this interesting work a contribution by C. Everett Warren, A. B., M. D., of 


Bostor:, on a New Conformateur for measuring, and showing accurately, the ° 


contour of Hernia, and deformities of bones, tumors, etc., as well as his paper 
on Causation of Hernia. 


Two Papers. By W.H. Daly, M.D., Pittsburgh, Pa., Senior Physician to 
the Western puery, henge Hospital ; Senior Physician for Diseases ot the 
Nose, Throat and Chest to the Pittsburgh Free Dispensary. 

1. Laryngology and its Cognate Branches in America. Read in the Section 
of Laryngology, at the eighth International Congress, at Copenhagen, Den- 


mark, August, 1884. 

2. The Simplest and Most Efficient Treatment of Diphtheria. Read before 
the American Laryngological Association, at its eighth annual congress, Phil- 
adelphia, 1886. 


Announcement of Newland’s College of Midwifery and Lying-in Institute, in- 
corporated under the Laws of the State of Missouri, December 9g, 1884. The 
only Institution of the kind in the West connected with a Lying-in Institute 
for the proper and thorough Education of Midwives. 


Information on Newer Materia Medica, Standard Medical Products, Fine 
Pharmaceutieal Specialties, Properties and Doses of Drugs. Epitomized for 
the use of the Busy Physician. Fourth edition, revised and enlarged. 

From the house of Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, Mich. 7 
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RECEIPTED. 


For 1886—Drs. W. B. Maxwell, W. L. Wright, A. H. Sellers, H. S. Bruce : 
J E. Gilchreest, J. A. Ryan, Thomas Bailey, to July ; F. H. Johnson, S. G. 
sas E. S. Foster, T. L. Appleby, Z. T. Young, T. J. Brasher, John H. 

enry. 

For 1887—Drs_R.C, McCann, T. P. Olliver. J. E. Frippe, P. R. Cortelyou, 
Jonathan Jones, Robert T. McGill, John L. Waldrop, Evan Johnson, W. R. 
Smyth, W. W. Pelham, T, R. Smoot, J. S. Timmons, William A. Brown, M. 
Gilsy, S M. Hogan. 

For 1888—Dr. J. P. Alred. 


SPECIAL NOTES. : 


Aromatic Syrup of Yerba Santa,—The annoyance experienced in inducing f 
children who will not swallow pills to take quinine in powder or in solution, VJ 
may be avoided by administering it in Aromatic Syrup Yerba Santa. If the 
‘quinine is suspended in this syrup, and the mouth rinsed with a swallow or twe 

’ of water, the objectionable bitter taste will no longer be experienced. 











‘The Viburnum Compound of Dr. Hayden is a fine combination containing the ¥ 
‘following valuable medicinal agents, to-wit: Viburnum opulus, diascora vilosa, 
scutillaria laterifolia, and flavored with aromatics. It is especially adapted 
to dysmmorrhcea, after-pains, threatened abortion, hysteria, gastralgia, neural- 
gia, bilious colic, etc. 


Sharp & Dohme,— Among the best and most reliable drug houses in the whole 
country is that of Sharp & Dohme, of Baltimore. They are chemists and ; 
pharmacists of a high order. Their fluid and solid extracts, their elixirs, syrups, be 
dialysed iron, saccharated pepsin, and chemicals of every kind are excellent. i 


See their advertisement on second cover page. 


Colden’s Liquid Beef Fonie is undoubtedly a superior preparation. It is 
thighly nutrient, and is a tonic of superior merit. It is excellent as a substitute for ey 
beef tea and may be used with good effect in low states of the systema where ordinary A 
foods are distasteful and where the digestive powers are weak An advertisement : 
of this excellent preparation may be seen in another part of this journal. Be sure 
cand examine it.—Editor. 

Bromidia —In the decline of life when exhausted nature habitually repels the ; 
restorative influence of s eep, there is nothing so suitable to induce healthful repose i 
:as one half to one teaspoonful of Bromidia at bedtime. It may be taken for years 
ain the same dose, with the same effect and without detriment, 

went Hey sepals Na of the excellency of this preparation continue to 
come up from the ranks of the Profession. It is adapted to all phases of indigestion, - 

and is especially recommended in summer complaints of children, teething, di- p 
arrhoea, dysentery, cholera infantum, etc. Itis prepared by the New York Pharmacal 
Association. This excellent establishment keeps an advertisement in this journal. 

Mellin’s Food is a dry powder made from wheat and malted barley. By a care- 
ful, scientific process the indigestible portions of the grain are extracted, and the 
entire starch property is converted into dextrine and pen oa by the action of 
the malt diastase. Thus the greater part of the work of digestion is performed be- 

smu, fore the Food reaches the stotaach. 
®rivate Infirmary for Females —This Institution, located on South Pryor 
street, Atlanta, Ga., presents peculi r advantages for ladies suffering from any uterine 4 
trouble. Drs. TALIFERRO and NoBLE are provided with all needed apparatus and 
facilities tor treating the most grave and difficult cases, and have had long experi- 
ence and great success in this specialty. Private practitioners who have not the 
time or ke facilities for treating such cases may confidently recommend their pa- 
tients to this Institution. See advertisement in this journal. 
Pil Digestiva.—The Pil. oy ey of Wm. R. Warner & Co., containing Pepsin, 
Nux Vomica, Ginger and a, san admirable compound. This combination is 
‘very useful in relieving various forms of Dyspepsia and indigestion, and wil) afford 
permanent benefit in cases of enfeebled digestion, where the gastric juices are not 
roperly secreted. Asa dinner pill, Pil. Digestiva is unequalled and may be taken 
5 oses of a single pill, either before or after eating. 
The many acknowledgments which have been received from the Medical Pro- 
fession respecting the efficacy of these pills and their extensive = 5 simple evi- l 


seni i eee is 


dence of superior properties in cases where such a medicine is indicated. 











